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Chinese Art and Calligraphy 
Correspondence University 


The Chinese Art and Calligraphy Correspondence University is a non-governmental art university offering four curricula -- 
calligraphy, Chinese painting, applied fine arts and fashion dress designing. The special courses of calligraphy and Chinese painting 
take three-years, applied fine arts one and a half years and the fashion dress designing a year to complete. 

Sponsored by the Chinese Senior Citizens Research Association of Art and Calligraphy and approved by the National Chinese 
Senior Citizen Committee, the Correspondence University was established at the end of 1984. The university curricula were 
approved by the Beijing Municipal Adult Education Committee. 

Liu Ningyi, the president of the Chinese Senior Citizens Association of Art and Calligraphy, is honorary president, and 
Wang Guoquan, is president; Alan, Zhang Daorong and Zhu Bu are vice-presidents of the Correspondence University. 

The educational goal of the university is to train students into useful people with a high level of knowledge of specialized 
theories and techniques of art and calligraphy, and noble moral character. 

The Correspondence University opened in May 1985. Famous scholars, experts and professors in the art and calligraphy 
field were invited to teach part-time. Among them are Liu Haisu, Liu Boshu, Liu Bingsen, Qi Gong, Alan, Sang Jiewu , Liang 
Shunian, Liang Piyun, Kangyin, Huang Zhou, Huang Jun and Huang Runhua. 

Because of the special characteristics of the Correspondence University, it pays close attention to the compilation of teaching 
materials. During the five years since it was established, a more than 9-million word based system of teaching material, covering 
102 different aspects curricula, was compiled. Some 64 educational video tapes were also recorded to meet the objective, practical 
needs of art and: calligrahy lessons. This is a first for our country in teaching methodology and, as a result, the programme was 
acclaimed by both the public and art and calligraphy cirlcles. 

In five years, the university has enrolled over 80,000 students from home and abroad, and in the past two years nearly 
40,000 have graduated. Some have taken up positions at a variety of associations, such as calligraphers’ and artists’ associations, 
some have exhibited their works abroad and some have given lectures in foreign countries. 

The door of the Chinese Art and Calligraphy Correspondence University is open to those from home and overseas who are 
devoted to the study of traditional Chinese art and calligraphy. All are welcome to contact us at any time. 

Address: 5 Yuetan Xijie, Beijing, China (Inside No.2 Railway Middle School) 

Postcode: 100045 

Tel: 867201 
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China Protests US Congress Bill on Sanctions 


O The Chinese government has lodged a strong protest 
against the United States government after the House of 
Representatives and the Senate adopted an amendment on 
sanctions against China. Such action adopted by the US 
Congress is based on false reports and rumours, and thus 
gravely damages Sino-US relations (p. 7). 


Deng Meets Last Foreign Guests Officially 


O Just retired Chinese senior leader Deng Xiaoping met a 
Japanese business delegation on November 13 in Beijing, the 
last group of guests he said he would meet officially. To 
practise true retirement, he said he would no longer. meet 
visitors in the name of the collective, the Party or the state 


(p. 5). 
China’s Fight Against Cancer Under Way 


We publish "in this issue three articles on China’s efforts 
to fight cancer. Through large-scale investigations and stu- 
dies conducted in recent years, China has come to better 
understand the law governing the epidemic cancer and its 
causes. Effective measures have been adopted to prevent and 
promptly treat the disease and good recovery rates achieved 
for certain cancers by combining Chinese and Western treat- 
ment methods (p. 19). 


Marxism-Leninism—The Banner of Our Time 


O The first of a three-part series, written by Zhang Zhen, 
president of the China National Defence University, this 
article expresses the view that Marxism-Leninism is not out 
of date, but, rather, remains the banner of our time, and the 


fundamental ideology guiding our work now and in the 


future. It also refutes the theory spread by the exponents of 
bourgeois liberalization that Marxism-Leninism is a thing of 
the past (p. 13). 


Namibia’s Plebiscite on Independence 


0 SWAPO, the biggest national party in Namibia, won the 
recent election, paving the way for Namibia’s independence 
from South African rule. Achieving independence by the 
continent’s last colony is an event of great importance to be 
hailed by the people of Africa as well as the whole world 


(p. 11). 


Unless written by Beijing Review Correspondents, the opinions expressed in signed articles do not necessarily reflect the view of the 
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Deng Urges PLA To Stay Loyal 


tion Army (PLA) will con- 

tinue to follow the theory 
and principles on army building 
laid down by Deng Xiaoping un- 
der its new leadership. It will 
push forward with its revolution- 
ization, modernization and regu- 
larization. ~ 

The PLA’s future task was set 
at a three-day enlarged meeting 
of the Military Commission of 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China 
(CPC) which ended in Beijing on 
November 12. 

Deng, who had just resigned as 
chairman of the military com- 
mission, and other Party and 
state leaders met November 12 
with senior military officers ‘at 
the meeting. 


T: Chinese People’s Libera- 


“Ours is an army of the Party, [ 
_ the socialist state'and the people, 


it should always remain loyal to 


the Party, the state, socialism. 


and the people,” Deng told the 
senior military officers. 

He urged the PLA under the 
leadership of the Party Central 
Committee to contribute more to 
safeguarding the independence 
and sovereignty of China, the 
country’s socialist construction 
and the line, principles and poli- 
cies formulated since the Third 
Plenary Session of the 11th CPC 
Central Committee in 1978. 

He said he believed the PLA 
would surely live up to its nature 
as the army of the Party, the 
socialist state and the people. 

Referring to the military com- 
mission’s new leadership head- 
ed by Jiang Zemin, Deng said, 
“Jiang is the qualified chairman 
of the military commission be- 
cause he is the qualified general 
secretary of the Party.” 

The Party Central’ Committee 


with Jiang as its nucleus is a cor- | 


rect choice made by the whole 
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Jiang Zemin (right), newly appointed chairman of the Military Commission of the 


CPC Central 


ommittee, and Yang Shangkun, first vice-chairman of the commis- 


sion, spoke to the enlarged meeting of the readjusted military commission. 


Party, he noted. . 

“Though I have left the army 
and retired as well, I will still 
concern myself with the cause of 
our Party and state as well as the 
future of our army,” said Deng. 

The enlarged meeting of the 
readjusted military commission 
was held mainly to discuss and 
arrange next year’s work. 

The participants were unan- 
imous in their belief that al- 
though Deng resigned his post as 
chairman of the military com- 
mission, the theory and princi- 
ples he raised for army building 
will be followed. : 

They were also unanimously 
in favour of the readjustment of 
the military commission mem- 
bers made by the CPC Central 
Committee, and determined to 
co-ordinate their efforts to im- 
prove army work under the com- 
mission headed by ‘Jiang. 

The commission called on 
army officers and soldiers to re- 
solutely carry out decisions made 
at the Fifth Plenary Session of 
the 13th CPC Central Commit- 
tee and work hard with one heart 


WU SENHUI 


and one mind with all Chinese 
people to improve economic re- 
vamping and deepen reforms. 

In his speech, Jiang highly 
praised Deng’s achievements in 
leading the army. He said that in 
the past 10 years the army has 
made tremendous achievements 
in revolutionization, moderniza- 
tion and regularization under 
Deng. 

There has been a strategic 
change in the guiding ideology 
for army building, which was 
made in line with the develop- 
ment and changes in the interna- 
tional situation and a shift made 
in the focal point of the work 
of the whole Party, Jiang said. 
Structural reforms and stream- 
lining have been carried out and 
the task of reducing the number 
of army officers and soldiers by 
1 million has been accomplished. 
A number of ordinances and re- 
gulations have been proclaimed 
and a new system of military 
ranks is in place in the army. 
Education and training have 
been improved, raising the mili- ° 
tary and political quality of the 


BEIJING REVIEW, NOV. 27-DEC-. 3, 1989 


army. Many great achievements 
have been made in science and 
technology for national defence. 

Jiang said the PLA is the peo- 
ple’s army and called on the en- 
tire Party and governments at all 
levels to strengthen awareness 
of national defence and actively 
support and promote army build- 
ing. 


Officially 


eng Xiaoping met a Ja- 
D panese business delegation 

on November 13 in the 
Great Hall of the People in Bei- 
jing, the last group of guests he 
said he would meet officially. 

“T want to take this Oopportuni- 
ty to bid farewell to my political 
life and political career,” Deng 
said when talking with Eishiro 
Saito, president of the Japanese 
Federation of Economic Groups, 
and Ryoichi Kaiwai, president of 
the’ Japan-China Economy and 
Trade Association, leading the 
35-member delegation. 

“You're the last group of res- 
pected guests I will meet,” Deng 
told his guests. “Retirement must 
be a true one so that new leaders 
will not feel embarrassment in 
their work. To practise true re- 

. tirement, I will no longer meet 
visitors in the name of the collec- 
tive, the Party or the state.” 

When Saito expressed the hope 
of meeting Deng again, Deng re- 
plied: “We will have the oppor- 
tunity to meet, but not officially. 
It is impolite not to meet old 
friends when they visit China in 
the future. In that case, I can 
visit them at the place where 
they stay. We will chat about 
friendship and non-political af- 
fairs. 

“The Party, government and 
army leaders should be given a 
free hand in their work, and | 
will not meddle in their affairs,” 
Deng said. “This is essential] for 
their growth and work.” 
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He also stressed the necessity 
of the Party’s absolute leadership 
over the army and the import- 
ance of the building of the Party 
organizations at all levels and 
of strengthening and improving 
political and ideological work in 
a bid to keep the army and the 
CPC Central Committee united 
ideologically, politically and in 
_ action. oO 


Deng Meets Last Foreign Guests 


However, “if I have any useful 
ideas and Suggestions, I will glad- 
ly convey them to the new lead- 
ers,” he added. 

Deng said that Jiang Zemin is 
an “outstanding intellectual and 
more knowledgeable than I, 
though not as experienced.” 
But experience can be gained 
through practice, he added. 

During their 80-minute talk, 
Deng assured the Japanese busi- 
nessmen that China’s policies of 
reform and Opening to the out- 
side world will remain un- 
changed. 

The country’s development 
Strategy will be unchanged too, 
he said, adding that China’s cur- 
rent efforts to improve the eco- 


Deng Xiaoping meets Eishiro Saito (left), 
delegation, visiting Beijing on November 1 


nomic environment and rectify 
the economic order are aimed at 
achieving still greater progress. 

He said China’s economic de- ° 
velopment in the past was too 
fast, resulting in weak staying 
power. “But on the whole, we feel 
no regret over the past reform 
programmes,” Deng said. “China 
has taken a major Stride, not a 
small step, forward.” 

He explained China’s three- 
step development plan to his Ja- 
panese guests. 

China finished its first step 
two years ahead of schedule, but 
at the same time problems such 
as inflation and unbalanced sup- 
ply and demand have surfaced,. 
he said. . 

“So we decided to spend two or 
three years to correct and im- 
prove the economy before taking 
the second step,” Deng contin- 
ued. “And when we finish our 
second step, economic develop- 
ment will progress more smooth- 
ly.” ; 

Deng stressed that China’s eco- 
nomic development plan re- 
quired domestic stability, inter- 
national co-operation and world 
peace. 

Discussing Sino-Japanese eco- 
nomic relations, Deng said co- 


chief adviser to a Japanese business 
3. LI PING 
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operation between the two coun- 
tries has a solid foundation and 
will continue. 

Deng thanked his guests for 
their enormous efforts to expand 
Sino-Japanese friendship and co- 
operation. 

Saito praised Deng for his 


great contribution to the devel- 
opment of China and the world 
as a whole. He also spoke highly 
of Deng’s concern for his coun- 
try’s and the people’s welfare af- 
ter his retirement. He, too, 
stressed the importance of Sino- 
Japanese. friendship. | 


Li Wraps Up South Asian Tour 


hina will not change its so- 
C cial system just because of 

the changes taking place in 
Eastern Europe,” Chinese Pre- 
mier Li Peng said during his re- 
cent visit to Pakistan. 


“We have to wait and see 
whether changes in the German 


Democratic Republic are good or 
bad, for they have to be tested 
through practice,” Li told a press 
conference in Rawalpindi’ on 
November 16. 

“China is willing to maintain 
and develop its relations with the 
United States,” he added. Yet, it 
- does not want to barter away its 
principles, he said. 

The premier said the United 
States was responsible for the 
worsening of bilateral relations 
after China cracked down on 
anti-government riots in Beijing 
in early June, because Washing- 


ton went ahead with its sanctions 
against China. 

Sino-US relations had other- 
wise been developing smoothly 
since the two countries restored 
normal! relations in 1972, Li said. 


The economic sanctions 
against China by the West are, in 


fact, “political ones,” the premier 
noted. 

“China will never close its 
door, and nobody can do it from 
the outside either. Sanctions are 
useless.” 

The Chinese premier also dis- 
cussed Sino-Indian ties during 
the press conference, saying that 
the border dispute between the 
two countries could be solved 
through peaceful negotiations 
and consultations. 

Li left Beijing on November 14 
for Pakistan to start his week- 
long South Asian visit, his first 


Upon arriving in islamabad, Chinese Premier Li Peng is warmly welcomed by 
Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and the Pakistani people. LIU SHAOSHAN 


since the June turmoil. His tour 
also included Bangladesh and 
Nepal. 

Sincere and friendly talks were 
held between the Chinese pre- 
mier and the leaders of the three 
South Asian countries. Bilateral 
ties were reaffirmed and both re- 
gional and international issues of 
common concern were discussed. 
Several agreements were signed 
during Li’s visit. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Ben- 
azir Bhutto told the Chinese pre- 
mier that her country was still 
concerned about the Afghanistan 
issue, because civil war continues 
in Afghanistan and more than 3 
million Afghan refugees remain 
in Pakistan. 

Li said that China shared the 
same concern over Afghanistan. 
He hoped that a broad-based 
coalition government could be 
formed through consultations, so 
that peace would return to Af- 
ghanistan and the refugees 
would soon go back to their 
country with dignity. 

When visiting Bangladesh Li 
said that China hopes for a truly 
peaceful, non-aligned and demo- 
cratic Kampuchea but would 
never seek any interest in that 
country. 

Total withdrawal of the Viet- 
namese troops from Kampuchea 
under United Nations’ supervi- 
sion is the most important condi- 
tion for solving the Kampuchean 
issue. 

He said China had been sup- 
porting the Kampuchean resist- 
ance forces only because Viet 


| Nam occupied that country. 


A coalition government to be 
composed of three resistance 
forces and the Viet-Nam-backed 
Phnom Penh régime will be an- 
other important condition for a 
settlement of the Kampuchean 
conflict, Li said. 

The Chinese premier also dis- 
cussed the world situation with 
Bangladesh President Hossain 


' Mohammad Ershad, saying that 


although some regional disputes 
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remain unresolved, the factors 
for peace are increasing. 

Li criticized some Western 
countries for interfering in inter- 
nal affairs of other countries in 
the name of “human rights and 


freedom.” 

China Daily, the Chinese En- 
glish language newspaper, said 
Li’s three South Asian nation 
tour “promots peace” in the re- 
gion on the basis of Five Princi- 
ples of Peaceful Co-existence. oO 


China Protests US Congress Bill 


hina expressed its utmost 
CS iniration at the US gov- 

ernment and lodged a 
strong protest with regard to an 
amendment on sanctions against 
China adopted by the House of 
Representatives on November 15 
and the Senate the following day. 

The protest was lodged on Nov- 
ember 19 by Chinese Vice- 
Foreign Minister Liu Huagiu ina 
meeting by appointment in Bei- 
jing with James Lilley, US am- 
bassador to China. 

Liu pointed out that since the 
Chinese government put down 
the counterrevolutionary rebel- 
lion in Beijing in early June in 
accordance with the Chinese Con- 
stitution and the laws, the US 
Congress has meddled in China’s 
internal affairs and stirred up an 
anti-China wave by adopting one 
resolution after another on this 
matter which is purely the inter- 
nal affairs of China. 

Even with thé truth about Chi- 
na’s quelling of the rebellion well- 
known to everyone, the US Con- 
gress still goes ahead with the 
adoption of a resolution on sanc- 
tions against China, basing itself 
on false reports and rumours, Liu 
said. This action gravely damages 
Sino-US relations and hurts the 
national feelings of the Chinese 
people, he added. 

It has exposed the fact that 
some members of the US Con- 
gress still stick to their position of 
hegemony which has been univer- 
sally condemned, Liu said. Peo- 
ple cannot help asking where on 
earth the US Congress wants to 
lead Sino-US relations by acting 
so wilfully, he said. 

“On matters. involving safe- 
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guarding its sovereignty, inde- 
pendence and dignity, China is 
absolutely not vague and has nev- 
er yielded to foreign pressure,” he 
stressed. “History has testified to 
the fact that no economic sanc- 
tions can crush the Chinese peo- 
ple and, on the contrary, such 
practice will only have the United 
States eat its own bitter fruit and 
see its own interests harmed.” 
Liu pointed out that the 
amendment on sanctions against 
China adopted by the US Con- 
gress represents further poisoning 
of Sino-US relations, guided by 
the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence affirmed by China 


and the United States in their | 


successive joint communiques. 
“Obviously, the US government 


| bears an unshirkable responsibili- 


ty for this,” Liu said. 

The US government has stated 
on many occasions its desire to 
bring about the resumption of 
normalization and improvement 
of Sino-US relations, he noted, 
adding that “we welcome such 
Statements, but what is more 
needed now is concrete action by 
the US government in this re- 
gard.” 

China hopes that “the US gov- 
ernment will, proceeding from 
the over-all interests of safeguard- 
ing Sino-US relations’ and the 
fundamental interests of the 
Chinese and American peoples, 
adopt effective measures and take 
a clear-cut stand against this 


amendment. Otherwise, it is only 
the US government that will be | 


held responsible for all the ser- 
lous. consequences arising there- 
from.” oO 


News in Brief 


More Airports to be Built 


China is expected: to spend 1.1 
billion yuan this year in building 
or expanding more than 20 civili- 
an airports, a spokesman for the 
Civil Aviation Administration of 
China said on November 15 in 
Beijing. . 

By the end of October, the 
building and upgrading of eight 
airports had been completed. The 
airports include Xiantao in Shen- 
yang of Liaoning Province, Hu- 
anghua in Changsha of Hunan 
Province, Huangshan in Anhui 
Province, Xiangfan in Hubei 
Province, Jiangbei in Chongqing 
of Sichuan Province, Wujiaba in 
Yunnan Province, and Qigihar 
and Heihe in Heilongjiang Prov- 
ince. 

New airports are now being 
built in China’s coastal cities such 
as Ningbo, Yantai and Wenzhou, 
which are open to foreign invest- 
ment. 


Farmers Earn More 


The average income of a 
Chinese farmer in the first nine 
months of the year jumped 19.3 
percent over the same period last 
year to 442 yuan, but not‘all of it 
came from farming. 

A survey by the State Statisti- 
cal Bureau of 60,000 rural house- 
holds in 30 provinces, munici- 
palities and autonomous regions 
showed that much of the farmers’ 
money came from rural business- 
es. The figure was 26 percent 
higher than that for the same per- - 
iod last year. 


18,000 Projects 
Suspended 

China suspended 18,000 con- 
Struction projects in the first 
three quarters of this year, an of- 
ficial from the State Statistical 
Bureau said on November 14 in 
Beijing. 

The suspension will help the 
government reduce total con- 
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| (about US$6.7 million), is be- 


Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin and Li Peng meet Korean leader Kim II Sung (saluting 


at honour guard) at the Beijing Railway Station. CUI BAOLIN 


Kim Il Sung Visits China 


im Il Sung, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 

Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Democratic Peo- 

ple’s Republic of Korea, paid an unofficial three-day visit to 
China early in November. 

The International Liaison Department of the Chinese Communist 
Party’s Central Committee said in a statement on November 13 that 
the Korean leader was in Beijing from November 5 to 7. 

Deng Xiaoping greeted Kim [I] Sung at the Beijing Railway Station 
when he arrived. The two leaders held talks and had lunch together. 
Their meeting proceeded in an extremely cordial atmosphere. 

General Secretary Jiang Zemin also held talks with Kim I] Sung, 
who was met, on different occasions, by Chinese President Yang 
Shangkun, Premier Li Peng and Deng Yingchao, widow of the late 
Premier Zhou Enlai. 

During their talks and meetings, both sides briefed each other on 
their domestic situations. They also exchanged views on furthering the 


friendly relations between the two Parties and two countries and on | 


the international situation and other issues of common concern. Their 
opinions on these issues were identical. The talks and meetings further 
deepened mutual understanding and the friendly relations of co- 
operation between the two Parties and two countries. 

Both sides expressed their determination to persist in Party leader- 
ship and the socialist road. Oo 


struction investment by 67.5 bil- 
lion yuan (about US$18.2_ bil- 
lion). 

The suspended projects, includ- 
ing 2,500 hotels and other build- 
ings, are those not conforming 


Biggest Telescope 
Installed 
Hundreds of Chinese astronom- 


ers gathered at Xinglong Astron- 
omical Observatory on October 


to state industrial policy, lacking 
proper construction conditions or 
not in urgent need, the official 
said. 
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13 to mark the opening of China’s 
biggest telescope. The 92-ton tele- 
scope, which has taken 15 years to 


build and cost 25 million yuan | 


lieved to be the largest in the Far 
East. 

The largest mirror of the opt- 
ical telescope, perched on a 
960-metre peak in the Yanshan 
mountains 200 kilometres north 
of Beijing, is 2.16 metres in dia- 
meter. 


Cruel Boss Sentenced 
The owner of a private leath- 


- er workshop in Sichuan Prov- 


ince was sentenced to two-and- 
a-half years’ imprisonment on 


| November 15 for mistreating his 


employees. 

Zhou Jian, who once served 
a three-year term of education 
through labour for theft and 
fighting, set up his workshop in 
October last year without approv- 
al from the industrial and com- 
mercial authorities. He hired 63 
labourers including 11 children, 
to keep his factory in operation. 

During the 10 months of its 
operation, Zhou often beat his 
employees with chains and belts, 
injuring nine of them, including 
two child labourers. After an in- 
vestigation and hearing, the Jin- 
niu District People’s Court in 
Chengdu sentenced Zhou. 

When the case was exposed in 
October, Premier Li Peng said 
that cases like this could not be 


i tolerated in socialist China. 


Leading Engineer Dies 


Mao Yisheng, vice-chairman of 
the National Commiittee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consul- 


| tative Conference and a bridge- 


building expert, died in Beijing 

on November 12. He was 94. 
Mao was also the honorary 

chairman of the central commit- 


‘tee of the Jiusan Society, a demo- 


cratic party in China, and of the 
National Committee of the China 
Association for Science and Tech- 
nology. 

Mao designed and supervised 
the construction of China’s first 
railway bridge, the Qiantang Riv- 
er Bridge, between 1933 and 
1937. oO 
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El Salvador and Central American Peace 


by Xiao Yu 


Ifredo Cristiani, presiden- 
AX candidate: for El Sal- 

-vador’s extreme right-wing 
Nationalist Republic Alliance 
who won the March general elec- 
tions, was officially sworn in as 
head of El Salvador on June 1. 
His new status as president ar- 
oused wide concern over whether 
there would be any changes in El 
Salvador and whether the Cen- 
tral American peace process 
would be affected. 


Problems Facing the 
Cristiani Government 


Obviously Alfredo Cristiani has 
inherited a turbulent El Salvador 
from the Christian Democratic 
Party and must continue to 
shoulder two tremendous burdens 
— civil war and economic difficul- 
ties—which former president Jose 
Napoleon Duarte failed to remove 
as he had promised. 

The civil war, stretching over 
nearly nine years, has resulted 
in more than 70,000 deaths and 
many casualties. More than 1 
million El Salvadorans have 
been made homeless and forced 
to wander abroad destitute. In El 
Salvador itself, a disgust for the 
lasting war is growing. Attempts 
by the US-backed Duarte gov- 
ernment to wipe out the guerril- 
las by force produced little re- 
sults. Currently, the guerrillas 
occupy nearly one-third of the 
country. Their activities in 13 of 
the country’s 14 provinces have 
pinned down 65-85 percent of 
the government’s military forces. 
The El Salvadoran authorities, 
assigning its major force to safe- 
guard economic facilities, have 
found it hard to resist the nation- 
wide offensives launched by the 
guerrillas. 

Moreover, terrorist activities 
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have become rampant in recent 
years—nine mayors have been 
killed since March 1988, and 80 
of the country’s 260 mayors had 
been forced to resign. 

The Cristiani government also 
faces the challenge of severe 
economic difficulties, resulting 
from the prolonged civil war. 
Unsuccessful land reform, the 
Central American Common 
Market crisis, the drop in prices 
of raw materials in the inter- 


national market, as well as bad 
management and war chaos have 


reduced El Salvador’s exports by 
half, compared with that of 1979. 
Income from coffee exports 
dropped by US$150 million. Ac- 
cording to the US embassy in El 
Salvador, losses due to sabotage 
amounted to US$1.6 billion be- 
tween 1979 arid 1988, about 86 
percent of El Salvador’s foreign 
debts, and 67 percent of US aid 
to El Salvador during the same 
period. 

In other words, it is the large 
amount of aid from the United 
States that has prevented El Sal- 
vador’s economy from complete- 
ly collapsing. It will be difficult 
for El Salvador to rejuvenate its 
economy as long as the war con- 
tinues. 

El Salvador’s financial deficits 
this year are expected to reach 
US$460 million and its currency 
reserves will be exhausted. The 
debts it has defaulted to foreign 
banks will rise to more than 
US$30 million. Calling his coun- 
try bankrupt, Cristiani has insti- 
tuted some measures to rescue 
the economy. He has privatized 
public enterprises, banks and 
some foreign trade enterprises, 
and has promised to continue to 
carry out the land reform law 
after some amendments have 
been made. His government has 


also devalued the country’s cur- 
rency. _ 

It remains difficult to pred- 
ict the results of these econo- 
mic measures, which have been 
criticized by the opposition par- 
ties. Some people maintain that 
Cristiani’s economic liberaliza- 
tion scheme will only favour the 
oligarchy groups and worsen the 
situation for labourers and small 
producers. Fidel Chavez Mena, 
leader of the Christian Demo- 


cratic Party, asserted that econo- 
mic privatization means adding 
fuel to the flames of contradic- 
tions and war. 

Apart from its inherited bur- 
dens, the Nationalist Republic Al- 
liance has other problems to sur- 
mount. 

First, it must significantly im- 
prove its image. The alliance 
was founded in 1980 with a pro- 
gramme to safeguard the in- 
terests of large plantation owners 
and industrial barons and to op- 
pose social reforms. It maintains 
that a hard-line stand must be 
adopted towards the guerrillas 
and other opposition parties. The 
organization has a very close re- 
lationship with the terrorist 
death squads that engage in kid- 
napping and assassination. Its 
founder, the notorious Roberto 
D’Aubuisson Arrieta, is suspect- 
ed of being involved in the assas- 
sination of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of San Salvador, Os- 
car Romero Y Galdames. 

However, since D’Aubuisson 
resigned his post as head of the 
organization, the Nationalist Re- 
public Alliance has taken on a 
relatively mild image because 
entrepreneurs and organizations 
for farmers and workers are in 
control. Its victory in the March 
elections was mainly due to its 
efforts to improve its image. As 
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well, the Christian Democratic 
Party could boast few political 
achievements and was divided. 

D’Aubuisson distanced him- 
self further from the party by 
giving up his presidential candi- 
dacy, and Cristiqni, a large cof- 
fee exporter and a representative 
of the moderates, was chosen. 

Although Cristiani immediate- 
ly declared upon his victory that 
D’Aubuisson would not take part 
in his government and that the 
Nationalist Republic Alliance 
would not keep all powers to it- 
self and would provide political 
parties with “political space,” it 
still remains to be seen whether 
the public’s bad impression of 
the party can be changed com- 
pletely. 

Second, mending its relations 
with the United States has be- 
come the most important and 
toughest part of the Cristiani 
government’s foreign policy. The 
United States used to grant 
US$1.5 million in aid every day 
to El Salvador’s Christian Demo- 
cratic government in an attempt 
to encourage democracy, to prev- 
ent the spread of Nicaragua’s in- 
fluence, and to restrain El Salva- 
dor’s violent right-wing elements. 
In the past few years, death 
squad activities increased and 
US relations with El Salvador’s 
right-wing elements became even 
more tense after several US mis- 
sionaries and embassy guards 
were found murdered. In 1988, 
when the head of the National- 
ist Republic Alliance visited the 
United States to mend fences, he 
was given the cold shoulder. The 
Nationalist Republic Alliance 
maintains that one of the big- 
gest errors of Duarte’s govern- 
ment was to yield to US direct 
intervention. So Cristiani stated 
openly 48 hours after he won the 
election that no direct interven- 
tion by the United States would 
be allowed. 

However, El Salvador has a 
deep-rooted connection with the 
United States politically, econ- 
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omically and militarily. As far 
as the economy is concerned, 
American aid is the major re- 
source of El Salvador’s economy. 
US aid to El Salvador in the past 
eight years amounted to US$3.5 
billion, more than 77 percent of 
American aid to the whole Cen- 
tral American region. Take 1987 
for example, the Duarte govern- 
ment received US$700 million in 
aid from the United States, ex- 
ceeding the state budget for the 
first time. In 1984, US aid only 


accounted for one-third of El. 


Salvador’s exports, while now it 
has risen to two-thirds. For this 
reason, the El Salvadoran gov- 
ernment had to face reality. 

Therefore, Cristiani, while say- 
ing that no US direct interven- 
tion would be allowed, expressed 
his willingness to improve US-El 
Salvadoran relations. He visited 
the United States soon after he 
took office and briefed Wash- 
ington on El Salvador’s political, 
economic and military situation, 
and pledged that his government 
would respect human rights. A 
recent visit to El Salvador by US 
Vice-President Dan Quayle indi- 
cated that the United States has 
recognized the Cristiani govern- 
ment. 

Third, the Cristiani govern- 
ment must mend its relations 
with the military force. Before 
1982, the military had been in 
power for 50 years and continued 
to maintain a strong influence on 
El Salvador’s politics after the 
civilian government took power. 
In the March elections, the mili- 
tary voiced open support for the 
Christian Democratic Party’s 
candidate Fidel Chavez Mena. 
As El Salvador’s military force is 
strongly influenced by the Un- 
ited States, the Nationalist Re- 
public Alliance has always been 
at odds with it. Although Cristi- 
ani has expressed his willingness 
to improve relations, the military 
has not made a definite response 
on whether it will co-operate 
with the government. 


Impact on the Regional 
Peace Process 


The focus of the Central Amer- 
ican problem is US-Nicaraguan 
conflicts. 

Central America turned into a 
“hot spot” in 1981, not long af- 
ter Ronald Reagan became pres- 
ident of the United States. In- 
spired by Nicaragua’s success- 
ful revolution, anti-government 
armed forces rapidly grew in 
Central American countries. In 
El Salvador, anti-government 
guerrillas launched a nationwide 
offensive to seize power. 

El Salvador therefore became 
the focal point of US-Central 
American policy because Reagan 
was determined to contain com- 
munism in Central America and 
to prevent El Salvador from be- 
coming a “second Nicaragua.” 
Although the United States later 
brought the situation under con- 
trol, it proved difficult to wipe 
out the El Salvadoran guerrillas. 
Reagan viewed Nicaragua’s help 
to the guerrillas as the basic 
cause of US failure. He spear- 
headed a campaign against Ni- 
caragua and pledged to over- 
throw the Sandinista govern- 
ment. US-Nicaraguan conflicts 
sharpened and became the focus 
of the Central American prob- 
lem. Now under the adminis- 
tration of US President George 
Bush, American policy on Nicar- 
agua has changed to one of diplo- 
macy. However, El Salvador still 
poses a problem for the United 
States. 

The confrontation between the 
two conflicting sides in El Salva- 
dor continues. 

Since Cristiani came to pow- 
er, his government has had two 
rounds of talks with the guerril- 
las. The two sides held their first 
round of negotiations in Mexico 
City from September 13 to 15 
and agreed in the end to meet 
every 30 days. Second-round ne- 
gotiations took place from Octo- 
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ber 16 to 18 in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, and resulted in both sides 
agrecing to a ceasefire and peace 
through political consultations. 
They also decided to hold their 
third round of talks on Novem- 
ber 20 and 21 in the Venezuelan 
capital, Caracas. 

In spite of this, little hope of 
peace can be seen in the near 
future. The guerrillas are con- 
tinuing to launch military offen- 
sives. Murder, suppression and 
terrorism are escalating in the 
country. On November 2, the 
guerrillas announced they were 
suspending talks with the gov- 
ernment. They accused extreme 
right-wing elements in the mili- 
tary of attacking the headquart- 
ers of a national trade union. On 
November 11 in San Salvador, 
the guerrillas launched their 
most ferocious offensive in the 
past nine years against the gZOV- 
ernment. The El Salvadoran au- 
thorities were forced to impose a 
curfew and martial law. The si- 


tuation is worrisome. 

However, some changes favour- 
able for the Central American 
peace process have taken place. 

First, US-Soviet relations have 
eased. For a long time, the two 
superpowers have intervened in 
Central American affairs by giv- 
ing political and military aid to 
the party they support. Interven- 
tion by the Reagan administra- 
tion had been the most flagrant. 
In El Salvador, the United States 
supported the Duarte govern- 
ment in suppressing the guerril- 
las, who are backed by the So- 
viets, Cubans and Nicaraguans. 
However, the past few years have 
proved that no party can easi- 
ly wipe out its rival complete- 
ly. With the easing of relations, 
the superpowers have 
changed their methods in the 
Central America contest. The 
Bush administration has sus- 
pended military aid to the Nicar- 
aguan contras, while the Soviet 
Union declared it would not give 


also ° 


military support to the Sandinis- 
ta government. This will surely 
play a significant role in restor- 
ing peace in Central America. 

Second, Nicaragua’s attitude 
towards the El Salvadoran guer- 
rillas has changed. It has sus- 
pended its military aid and the 
guerrillas have moved their 
headquarters out of Nicaragua 
and back to El Salvador. Nicara- 
gua has also urged the guerrillas 
to negotiate with their govern- 
ment. 

Moreover, other Central 
American countries are in need 
of a peaceful environment for 
their own interests. In short, the 
Situation in El Salvador cannot 
reverse the Central American 
peace process. However, El Sal- 
vador is part of Central America 
and what happens in the country 
will certainly have some direct 
effect on the region. Therefore, 
the Central American peace pro- 
Cesss is expected to progress slow- 
ly along a bumpy road. o 


Namibia: A Key Step Towards Independence 


by Ren Bei 


ple’s Organization (SWA- 

PO), which fought a 23-year 
bush war against South African 
rule, won the most votes in Na- 
mibia’s pre-independence elec- 
tions, which lasted five days. 
SWAPO won 41 seats of the 
new 72-member assembly, but 
it wasn’t enough to claim to- 
tal power. The biggest nation- 
alist party will have to bargain 
with its rivals when writing the 
constitution. The Democratic 
Turnhalle Alliance (DTA), a 
major rival of SWAPO, won 21 
seats in the assembly. The 10 re- 
maining seats went to the Unit- 
ed Democratic Front which won 
four, the Action Christian Na- 
tional which took three, and one 
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seat each to the National Patriot- 
ic Front, the Federal Convention 
of Namibia and the Namibia Na- 
tional Front. Three other minor 


parties failed to win seats. 


A special representative of the 
United Nations has certified the 
electoral process as having been 
free and fair and the results are 
correct. Leaders of all Namibian 
parties accepted the election re- 
sults. 

According to the 1982 consti- 
tutional principles attached to 
UN Security Council Resolution 
435, SWAPO leader Sam Nu- 
Joma would convene the assem- 
bly seven days after the elections 
to draw up the constitution and 
fix a date for Namibian inde- 
pendence from South Africa. But 


because SWAPO failed to win a 
two-thirds majority thus allow- 
ing it to write its own constitu- 
tion, it-must form a coalition 
government with six other par- 
ties. 

“The victory that SWAPO has 
won is a historic achievement not 
only for SWAPO, but also for 
the whole Namibian nation,” 
Nujoma told a press conference 
after the elections. “There are no 
losers” in this election, he said, 
because Namibia has won. its 
long-denied right to self- 
determination. 

“None of the parties that has 
won seats has any interest in de- 
laying the country’s independ- 
ence,” Nujoma said, and stressed 
that SWAPO looks forward to 
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“the co-operation of all” in the 
critical months ahead, during 
which a new foundation will be 
laid for Namibia. 

SWAPO’s victory is the result 
of the prolonged struggle of the 
Namibian people. Namibia was 
formerly a colony of Germany 
and was lately annexed by South 
- Africa. In order to end South 
African rule and gain the right 
to self-determination, the Nami- 
bian people have struggled con- 
tinuously under the leadership of 
SWAPO. They did not yield in 
the face of cruel military supres- 
sion or the so-called “internal so- 
lution ” put forward by South 
Africa. In recent years, while 
continuing its armed struggle, 
SWAPO has been carrying out a 
political struggle to expand its 
influence and arouse the people’s 
nationalist spirit against the un- 
lawful rule of South Africa. 
The Namibian people’s unyield- 
ing struggle and massive support 
from all over the world finally 
pressured the South African re- 


gime into accepting Resolution 
435, thus laying the foundation 
for the elections. SWAPO has 
made great contributions to- 
wards gaining Namibia’s inde- 
pendence. Because it united most 
of the people in its struggle, it 
gained wide voter support. 
People in Africa and through- 
out the world have supported 
Namibia’s fight for independ- 
ence. The Organization of Af- 
rican Unity (OAU) has viewed 
Namibia as an important part of 
its work and has made every ef- 
fort to give aid to the Namibian 
people. The African countries of 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Angola and Bots- 
wana made great efforts to 
promote the independence of 
Namibia. The UN Security 
Council’s adoption of Resolution 
435 reflectd international con- 
cern and support for Namibia. 
To guarantee the independence 
of Namibia through a fair and 
free election, the UN sent its 
special representative and the 


7,400-member Transition Assist- 
ance Group to Namibia to in- 
spect the country’s process to- 
wards independence. All this has 
shown that the massive support 
of the international community 
has played a positive role in 
promoting the independence of 
Namibia, the last colony on the 
African continent. Therefore, 
the victory obtained by the Na- 
mibian people is also the victory 
of Africa’s national liberation 
cause and all the just peoples and 
countries in the world. 

Namibia’s independence will 
surely encourage the South Afri- 
can people in their fight against 
apartheid. 

But it should be noted that the 
future for the Namibian people 
will not be smooth. They will 
face many difficulties in the con- 
struction of their government, 
national reconciliation and econ- 
omy. But we are confident that 
the Namibian people will over- 
come all of these difficulties and 
experience independence soon. 0 
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Marxism-Leninism Is the Banner of 


Our Times (1) 


The following is an article written by Zhang Zhen, president of the China National Defence 


University. The author is of th 


born in the struggle between 


Capitalist class. Marxism-Len 
remain the fundamental ideol 


fallacies of bourgeois liberal 


e view that Marxism-Lenini 
the international working c 
inism, which guided the Ch 


sm is the revolutionary theory 
lass and the international 

inese revolution to victory, will 
Ogy guiding all our work in the future. The article refutes the 
trend of thought. Published in this issue is the first of a 


three-part series, which refutes the So-Called outdatedness of Marxism-Leninism. The 


next two parts, which refute “the theory of harmfulness” and 
issues.—Ed. 


be published in our next two 
by Zhang Zhen 


t the First Session of the 
Aes: National People’s 
Congress of the People’s 
Republic of China 35 years ago, 
Mao Zedong solemnly declared 
in his opening address, “The 
force at the core leading our 
cause forward is the Chinese 
Communist Party and the theo- 
retical basis guiding our think- 
ing is Marxism-Leninism.” This 
aphoristic language is not only 
the summation of China’s exper- 
ience gained in several decades 
of revolution but is also the fun- 
damental principle guiding the 
nation’s work. 
In recent years, however, be- 
cause of the unrestrained spread 
of bourgeois liberal trend of 


‘thought, Marxism-Leninism has 


been so seriously denounced and 
attacked that some people have 
questioned whether it can con- 
tinue to be the theoretical basis 
guiding our thinking. Therefore, 
to refute the fallacies mouthed 
by exponents of bourgeois liber- 
alization on this fundamental is- 
sue and to clarify what is right 
and wrong theoretically is an 
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important task confronting us. 
The common argument used 
by those favouring bourgeois 


liberalization to negate 
Marxism-Leninism is none oth- 
er than “outdated theory.” Tak- 
ing advantage of changes in hu- 
man history of the past de- 
cades they arbitrarily assert, 
“Marxism-Leninism belongs to 
a certain past, cultural period. 
Like clothes showing signs of 
wear, it should be changed.” 


“the theory of pluralism,” will 


Is that how things stand? No. 

It is known to all that 
Marxism-Leninism is the revo- 
lutionary theory born in the 
Struggle between the interna- 
tional working class and the in- 
ternational bourgeoisie in the 
19th century. 

After summing up the practi- 
cal experience of the struggle 
for liberation of the internation- 
al working class and critically 
adopting the best ideology of 
their time, Marx and Engels 
founded the materialist concep- 
tion of history, an act of epoch- 
making significance in the histo- 
ry of science. Where bourgeois 
scholars could only see the mo- 
tives of the people, Marx and 
Engels perceived the historical 
causes which lay hidden behind 
the motives; where bourgeois 
scholars could only perceive is- 
olated historical events, Marx 
and Engels could see the law of 
history running through these 
historical events. 

With materialist conception 
of history as the weapon, Marx 
and Engels dissected the capital- 
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ist society and discovered the 
capitalists’ secret of exploiting 
the workers which lay hidden in 
the creation of the surplus val- 
ue. As a special commodity, the 
labour force carries in itslf the 
unique property of being a 
source of value. After the 
“equal” exchange of commodi- 
ties, in the process of the use of 
labour, labour force creates the 
value of its own, it also creates a 
surplus sum which exceeds its 
own value. The increment of the 
value was called by Marx and 
Engels surplus value. The dis- 
covery of surplus value was a 
revolution in the political econ- 
omy and illuminated a field-in 
which classical economists had 
long been groping in the dark. 
The uncompromising contrad- 
iction between the bourgeoisie 
and working class was laid bare 
all at once. 

Because of the founding of 
materialist conception of history 
and the theory of the surplus 
value, socialism was trans- 
formed from a utopian theory 
into a scientific one. As Lenin 
confirmed, Marx’s conclusion 
that the capitalist society will 
inevitably be changed into the 
socialist society, was made sole- 
ly on the basis of the law gov- 
erning economic movement in 
modern society. Since the capi- 
talist class and the working class 
are two diametrically opposed 
classes with regard to their fun- 
damental interests, the conflicts 
originate in capitalism’s private 
ownership and its system of 
wage labour. Since this econo- 
mic system has seriously ham- 
pered the growth of the prod- 
uctive forces, capitalism would 
itself prepare the material con- 
ditions and class forces neces- 
sary for the new social revolu- 
tion; the new social revolution 
in which the “exprepriators will 
be expropriated” will be una- 
voidable. 

It is thus‘clear that Marxism 
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brought to light the general 
trend and the general law of the 
great epoch that mankind would 
move from capitalism to social- 
ism and then, to communism 
and, so long as the great epoch is 
in process, Marxism will forever 
be the theoretical banner for the 
development of this epoch. Be- 
cause its fundamental interests 
keep in step with the general 
trend and the general law of the 
development of the epoch, the 
proletariat has become the lead- 
ing class in the epoch. The his- 
torical mission incumbent upon 
it is to complete the great task of 
abolishing capitalism and build- 
ing socialism and communism. 
Marxism, on its part, is the theo- 
retical expression of the pro- 
letariat’s fundamental interests 
and is the guiding theory of the 
great historical mission of the 
proletariat. So long as the prole- 
tariat exists and its epochal task 
has not been completed, the pro- 
letariat will forever hold high 
the banner of Marxism to forge 
ahead courageously. 

Already, Marxism has a 
100-year history. During this 
time, and especially after World 
War II, great changes have tak- 
en place throughout the world 
and many new situations and 
problems have developed. There 
have been the relative stability 
and prosperity of capitalism and 
the errors and twists and turns 
in the development of socialism. 
These changes, however, have 
not altered the fundamental 
contradiction, essential content 
and the developmental trend of 
the great epoch, but are, instead, 
minor happenings. 

The relative stability of the 
fundamental contradiction, es- 
sential content and developmen- 
tal trend of the great epoch in 
the transition from capitalism to 
socialism and communism is the 
historical basis for our adher- 
ence to the basic theory of 
Marxism. Constant changes in 


the relatively stable world situa- 
tion are the historical require- 
ment for the development of 
Marxism. The vitality of Marx- 
ism lies in the fact that it devel- 
ops along with the advance of 
practice, and this is the inherent 
basis on which Marxism is the 
banner of the epoch. 

Mao Zedong made an incisive 
exposition when speaking on the 
“process of all things.”. He said, 
“The fundamental contradiction 
in the process of development of 
a thing and the essence of the 
process determined by this fun- 
damental contradiction will not 
disappear until the process is 
completed; but in a lengthy pro- 
cess, the conditions usually dif- 
fer at each stage. The reason is 
that, although the nature of the 
fundamental contradiction in 
the process of development of a 
thing and the essence of the pro- 
cess remain unchanged, the fun- 
damental contradiction becomes 
more and more intensified as it 
passes from one stage to another 
in the lengthy process. In addi- 
tion, among the numerous ma- 
jor and minor contradictions 
which are determined or influ- 
enced by the fundamental! con- 
tradiction, some become inten- 
sified, some are temporarily or 
partially resolved or mitigated, 
and some new ones emerge; 
hence the process is marked by 
stages.” (On Contradiction) 

The mistake made by advo- 
cates of the “outdatedness” theo- 
ry lies in their ignorance of the 
Marxist theory on the process of 
development of things. 

In the eyes of Marxists and 
Leninists, the relative prosperity 
which has emerged in the capi- 
talist countries in the last de- 
cades has been shaped by certain 
historical conditions and has 
something to do with the var- 
ious reform measures pursued 
by capitalist countries after 
World War II, with the break- 
through in the development of 
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science and technology and with 
their exploitation of third world 
countries. It has not changed the 
essence of capitalism and abol- 
ished the contradictions inher- 
ent in capitalism. Capitalism is 
still capitalism and the relation- 
ship between the capitalists and 
workers is still one of the ex- 
ploiting and the exploited class- 
es. Although, along with the 
changes of the industrial struc- 
ture, the ranks of the working 
Class have changed and the 
number of the “white-collar” 
workers is still on the increase, 
both the “white-collar” and 
“blue-collar” workers are still 
exploited by capitalists. Surplus 
value is still the excess value of 
the labour force itself, created 
by the labour of all the workers, 
“white-collar” workers included. 
Although workers’ wages have 
increased by a big margin, it 
shows only that, along with the 
development of the capitalist so- 
ciety, the reproduction condi- 
tions and expenses of the labour 
force have also changed. In no 
way does it indicate that the 
exploitative relationship has 
changed. 

The relative prosperity of cap- 
italism involves profound social 
contradictions. The capitalist so- 
ciety has always been plagued 
with inextricable economic stag- 
flation, the sluggish growth of 
labour productivity, the ser- 
ious unemployment, the end- 


less strikes, the increasing num-- 


ber of criminal cases and plots 
hatched by the international 
monopoly capitalists againt each 
other. No one, including the 
many representatives of the cap- 
italist class can deny this fact. 
Currently, although no revolu- 
tionary situation exists in capi- 
talist countries, what merits our 
attention is that workers’ parties 
in some developed countries are 
exploring new paths to emanci- 
pation in accordance with the 
new situation. They live in a 
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developed capitalist society, but 
they don’t believe that capital- 
ism has entered a stage without 
class conflicts. Conversely, they 
still view capitalist society as 
a society full of contradictions 
and evils, one which should un- 
dergo revolutionary reform in 
accordance with the direction 
charted by Marxism-Leninism. 
Marxists and Leninists do not 
view the twists and turns, errors 
and setbacks and the consequen- 
tial reforms emerging in social- 
ist practice as a proof of 
Marxism-Leninism being “out- 
dated.” On the contrary, it 
proves that Marxism-Leninism 
is the inviolable, objective truth. 
Let’s leave aside the fact for the 
moment that, in history, one so- 
cial formation replacing anoth- 
er must undergo prolonged, tor- 
tuous and repeated struggle, and 
that the substitution of social- 
ism for capitalism which is the 
most profound social change in 
human history. As far as set- 
backs and errors are concerned, 
they did not result from our ad- 
herence to but, instead, from 
our violation of certain scientif- 
ic tenets of Marxism-Leninism. 
When socialist states adopted 
the model of a certain country 
in their economic construction 
and thus formed an ossified eco- 
nomic structure, it was not be- 
cause they adhered to but in- 
stead ran counter to the princi- 
ple that a country must be based 
on its specific features in taking 
the socialist road, an idea re- 
peatedly emphasized by Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. When leaders 
in some socialist countries form- 
erly practised the cult of person- 
ality, which harmed the socialist 
democracy and the legal system, 
it was not becauce they upheld 
but instead violated the histor- 
ical materialism of Marxism- 
Leninism on mutual relations 
between leaders, political par- 
ties, classes and the masses. In 


the past, impatient for success, 
we made blind and premature 
advances and practised the 
“great leap forward” in our so- 
cialist construction. In was not 
because we adhered to but rath- 
er went against Marxist-Leninist 
theory of seeking truth from 
facts and respecting the objec- 
tive law. 

Currently, many socialist 
countries are carrying out re- 
forms on the basis of summing 
up their experience and lessons. 
Reforms are a means of self- 
perfection and self-development 
of the socialist system under the 
guidance of Marxism-Leninism. 
The great historic turn of a de- 
cade ago in China was attained 
under the guidance of the prin- 
ciple of Marxism-Leninism and 
Mao Zedong Thought on seek- 
ing truth from facts. The great 
achievements made in China’s 
construction, reform and open- 
ing up in the past decade are 
great victories for Marxism- 
Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought. The facts fully prove 
that Marxism-Leninism is the 
victorious banner guiding our 
advance. 

All in all, the world today is 
developing along the general di- 
rection charted by Marxism- 
Leninism. It remains the banner 
of our time; this is the common 
understanding of Marxists and 
Leninists the world over, as well 
as the conclusion of some ser- 
ious Western scholars. A noted 
US scholar said in 1980 that 
Marx’s works could still have 
such an impact after one centu- 
ry. Clearly, he pointed out, it is 
because of Marx’s method of so- 
cial analysis which made him 
unique in social theory. Those 
who explore the motivation of 
social development and those 
who are engaged in social cri- 
titical studies must learn from 
Marx. Oo 
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Initial Success for Economic 
Rectification and Improvement 


in the first nine months this year, China has gained initial success in rectifying and 
consolidating the national economy but some new problems have occurred, according to 
the State Statistical Bureau.—Ed. . 


by Our Staff Reporter Li Ping 


China made some achieve- 

ments in the rectification 
and consolidation of the national 
economy. Supply continued to in- 
crease, the economic structure 
improved, consumer demands 
initially were gotten under con- 
trol, the recovery of money went 
well, the rate of price increases 
decreased monthly and the con- 
tradiction between supply and de- 
mand eased. As a result, the econ- 
omy as a whole is developing fa- 
vourablly. Supply and demand, 
however, caused by the overheat- 
ed economy in the past few years, 
remain unbalanced and the struc- 
tural contradiction still exists. 
With the deepening of rectifi- 
cation and improvement, some 
problems have cropped up along 
with the progress. 


Fc: January to September, 


Achievements 


The National Economy Continues 
to Grow. In the first nine months 
this year, the gross national prod- 
uct, based on comparable price, 
increased by 5 percent over the 
same period last year. In agricul- 
tural production, although there 
were serious natural calamities in 
some parts of the country, there 
was a record harvest of early rice. 
The total! output of summer crops 
and early rice increased by 3.51 
million tons over the same period 
last year. By the end of Septem- 
ber, the amount of grain pur- 
chased by the state increased by 
4.95 million tons over the same 
period of 1988, including an in- 


16 


crease of 3.27 million tons sold 
by way of signed contracts. The 


areas sown for autumn grain ex-- 


panded and with the occurrence 
of serious natural calamities, the 
output of autumn grains is ex- 
pected to be lower in some areas 
of three northeast China prov- 
inces (Jilin, Liaoning and Hei- 
longjiang provinces) and north 
China. In other areas a good har- 
vest is still expected. Meat prod- 


uction keeps increasing. Aquatic,,. 


fresh vegetable, fresh fruit, silk- 
worm cocoon production are bet- 
ter this year than last. From Janu- 
ary to September, the total in- 
dustrial output value throughout 
China amounted to 961.7 billion 
yuan, an increase of 8.9 percent 
over the same, period last year. 
And its growth rate dropped by 
8.6 percentage points. Of this 
sum, the state-owned sector regis- 
tered 599°5 billion yuan, up.5.2 
percent and the collective sector 
321.3 billion yuan, up 12.5 per- 
cent (including 144.1 billion yuan 
for rural industries which were 
up 17.4 percent). 

Investment in Fixed Assets Under 
Control. First, since the start of 
economic cleanup, more than 
18,000 fixed assets projects have 
been halted and suspended 
throughout the country. This is 
expected to reduce investment by 
67.5 billion yuan. Second, the 
number of newly opened projects 
has been reduced considerably. 
In the first nine months,this year, 
there were a total of more than 
10,000 state-owned capital con- 
struction and renovation projects 


each involving more than 50,000 
yuan, a two-thirds drop over the 
same period last year. Third, pro- 
gress has been made -in reduc- 
ing investment. In the first nine 
months this year, the state-owned 
sector’s investment in fixed aasets 
came to 126.1 billion yuan, a 
drop of 9.7 billion yuan or 7.2 
percent from the same period last 
year. Of this sum, a total invest- 
ment of 77.4 billion yuan went 
into capital construction, down 
5.2 percent, and some 34.9 billion 
yuan into renovation, down 17 
percent. If price factors are taken 
into consideration, the actual cut 
was more than 20 percent, the 
largest decrease since 1982. At 
the same time, the investment 
structure has improved. From 
January to September, a total in- 
vestment of 33.6 billion yuan 
went into the energy field, an in- 
crease of 5.3 percent, the propor- 
tion in the total investment in- 
creasing from 23.5 percent in 
1988 to 26.7 percent in 1989. The 
proportion investment in raw ma- 
terials, transportation and com- 
munications, agriculture and ed- 
ucation picked up. The construc- 
tion of office buildings, halls, ho- 
tels and hostels has been brought 
under control. To date, some 
2,500 such projects have been 
halted and suspended. This is ex- 
pected to reduce investment by 
some 26 billion yuan. However, it 
is still far from fulfilling the re- 
quirements of the plan. 

Consumer Demand Initially Har- 
nessed. In the first nine months, 
payments to workers and staff 
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members were 178.4 billion yuan, 
an increase of 18.2 percent, in- 
cluding 31.4 billion yuan in bon- 
uses, up 26.7 percent. The growth 
rate dropped by 19.9 percentage 
points compared with the same 
months last year. China’s banks 
paid 12.5 billion yuan in wages to 
rural enterprises and institutions, 
up 11.3 percent, and the growth 
rate dropped by 22.4 percentage 
points over: the same period in 
1988. Government departments 
and social institutes paid 52.1 bil- 
lion yuan for consumer goods, an 
increase of only 6.2 percent over 
the corresponding period last 
year. The above, if allowing for 
price hikes, represents an overall 
minus growth in consumer de- 
mand. The supply on the retail 
market in the year is expected to 
be 40 billion yuan short of de- 
mand, compared with last year’s 
80 billion yuan. 

Bank Loans Under Control With 
Balance Between Cash Receipts 
and Payments Turning for 
the Better. Since efforts 
were made to launch 
inflation-proof deposits and 
control the issue of credit 
and money, cash revenue 
and expenditure signs are 
positive. Based on the begin- 
ning of the year starting bal- 
ance, the deposit-loan dif- 
ference of banks and cre- 
dit co-operatives through- 
out the country dropped by 
29.8 billion yuan by the end 
of September as against the 
same period last year. Also 
by the end of September, 
banks had recovered some 
5.16 billion yuan. They had 
issued a net of 39.6 billion 
yuan in the first three 
quarters last year. 

Growth Rate of Prices 
Slowed. In the first nine 
months of this year, the ge- 
neral level of retail prices 
throughout the country in- 
creased by 22.3 percent over 
the same period last year, 
including a 25.8 percent rise 
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in April, 24.3 percent in May, 
21.5 percent in June, 19 percent 
in July, 15.2 percent in August, 
and 13 percent or so in Septem- 
ber. This year, the main charac- 
teristics of price fluctuations are: 
First, there was few new factors 
contributing to price hikes. From 
January to September, new infla- 
tion for the entire country ac- 
counted for 7.6 percentage points 
of the retail price index, much 


‘lower than last year. Second, the 


growth rate of the price index 
of basic living expensés in cities 
dropped sharply, from 26.2 per- 
cent in January to 8 percent in 
August. Third, the price of non- 
staple foods was basically the 
same as last December. 

In the first nine months this 
year, total volume of retail sales 
amounted to 607.3 billion yuan, 
an increase of 12.3 percent over 
the same months last year. Al- 
lowing for price hikes, it actually 
dropped by 8.2 percent. This is 
the first time in a decade there 


Urban citizens are provided with a rich variety of 
vegetables and stable prices this year. Pictured is a 
vegetable market in Xiamen. 


CHEN ZONGLIE - 


has been such a big decrease. 


Problems 


Economic operation of the first 
nine months of the year indicated 
that achievements had been made 
in macro-economic rectification 
and improvement. The develop- 
ment was basically favourable 
and advanced towards the pre- 
determined direction. Some new 
problems have occurred, howev- 
er, and aroused the attention of 
relevant departments. 

Industrial Growth Rate Declined 
Sharply. Since entering the third 
quarter, the monthly growth rate 
of industry has been slower. Com- 
pared with the same period last 
year, there was an increase of 9.6 
percent in July, 6.1 percent in 
August, and only 0.9 percent 
in September, the lowest for a 
month in this past decade. In- 
dustrial production in the fourth 
quarter is expected to increase 
slowly. The reasons for these in- 
clude both economic and 
non-economic factors. First, 
economically, some mea- 
sures to reduce investment 
and control consumption 
have effectively lightened 
the market pressure on in- 
dustry. For example, pro- 
cessing and high-grade con- 
sumer goods industries were 
Stagnant; their production 
was brought under con- 
trol. Also, rural enterprises’ 
production dropped shar- 
ply. Second, an excessive in- 
dustrial increase of the past 
few years allowed the pro- 
portion between agriculture 
and industry to expand be- 
yond control to bring more 
restrictions to bear upon 
basic industries. Production 
that used agricultural and 
sideline products as raw 
materials was considerably 
slowed. With a lack of elec- 
tricity, coal and raw mater- 
ials, production in some ar- 
reas operated under capaci- 
ty. Third, enterprises had 
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some difficulties in circulating 
funds, and were in credit arrears 
of nearly 100 billion yuan. As a 
result, the normal development of 
production was restricted. Basing 
their judgement on non-economic 
factors, some enterprises didn’t 
fully understand the country’s 
policies and so had some doubt 
about the reason for their imple- 
mentation. Generally speaking, 
the drop in industrial rate in re- 
cent months was principally 
based on the excessive growth 
rate of industry last year. But, the 
average growth rate was not low 
while the industrial production 
level remained very high. For in- 
stance, the average daily output 
value in September increased by 
5.6 percent over the same month 
last year and when viewed against 
the drop in growth rate, the in- 
dustrial structure has done well. 
The growth rate of energy, elec- 
tric power, raw materials and 
some products for the support of 
agricultural production picked up 
steadily. This is the inevitable 
outcome of various measures of 
the rectification and improve- 
ment. Of course, the influence of 
various non-economic factors on 
production should be prevented 
and corrected so as to maintain a 
favourable increase of industrial 
production. 

Sales on Market Declined. Since 
summer, discount sales have 
spread throughout China. Al- 
though prices of goods have 
dropped by 5-30 percent, the pur- 
chasing enthusiasm still remained 
low and domestic sales weakened. 
Compared with the same months 
last year, total volume of retail 
sales in July increased by 7 per- 
cent and dropped by 0.7 percent 
in August and 1.1 percent in 
September. If allowing for price 
hikes, the drop was actually lar- 
ger. Sales volume of most com- 
modities dropped, the first time 
in the last decade. The reasons for 
such stagnant sales are: First, the 
raised interest rate of inflation- 
proof deposits, the issuing of gov- 
ernment bonds and the raising of 
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funds in society siphoned off 
some of the purchasing power. Se- 
cond, the masses last year pur- 
chased, a great number of com- 
modities and so current sales on 
the domestic market are affected. 
Third, the institution of the poli- 
cy of honest and clean govern- 
ment improved the general cli- 
mate of society. The waste of 
public money, unnecessary ban- 
quets and indiscriminate issuance 
of money and goods were all re- 
duced. With excessive prices, 
poor quality and unmarket abili- 
ty, overall consumption of some 
products were lowered. Mean- 
while, the appearance of a buyers’ 
market for some products helped 
to readjust the structure. It 
should be noted, however, that 
stagnant sales on the market had 
a negative influence on China’s 
economic development. Both 
commercial and industrial sup- 
plies, for example, were over- 
stocked. A rough estimate of the 
average growth rate between 1984 
and 1988 shows that the stocks 
for industrial and commercial en- 
terprises were 50 billion yuan 
above the normal rate. Most of 
the newly issued floating funds 
for industrial enterprises were 
held up in stocks, constituting an 


important reason for short supply 
of funds. If this situation contin- 
ues for a long time, China’s eco- 
nomic stability will be adversely 
affected. 

Economic Returns for Enterprises 
Dropped. In the first nine months 
of the year, the amount of taxes 
and profits turned over to the 


' state by budgeted state-owned in- 


dustrial enterprises increaased by 
only 1.8 percent over the same 
period last year. Of this, profits 
had a drop of 16.2 percent. By the 
first half of the year, the losses of 
enterprises in the red exceeded 
last year’s annual level and by the 
end of September, it had reached 
9.8 billion yuan, an increase in 
losses over last year of 120 per- 
cent. Production costs rose by 
20.1 percent. Meanwhile, the 
amount of enterprise taxes and 
profits in arrears was 7.69 billion 


yuan, an increase of 3.05 billion 
yuan over the same period last 
year. Overall, economic returns 
for commercial enterprises were 


‘low, their profits down and ex- 


penses up. 

Unbalanced Finance and Foreign 
Exchange Revenue and Expen- 
diture.. As economic returns 
dropped and price subsidies in- 
creased this year, the revenues 
were reduced while expenditures 
increased. The result is that the 
annual budget will be very diffi- 
cult to be fulfilled. 

Resources for exports are in 
short supply. The imbalance of 
foreign trade expanded this year 
because of difficulties in the tur- 
nover of funds and the turbul- 
ence and counter-revolutionary 
upheaval which took place during 
May and June. Non-trade earn- 
ings in foreign currency were not 
as good as desired and the con- 
tradiction between revenue and 
expenditure in foreign capital is 
sharpening. From January to Sep- 
tember, the total volume of im- 
ports and exports according to 
customs amounted to 78.9 billion 
yuan, an increase of 14.3 percent 
over the same months last year. 
Of this sum, exports accounted 
for 36.2 billion yuan, up 10.6 
percent, and imports 42.7 billion 
yuan, up 17.7 percent. Allowing 
for processing of supplied materi- 
als, the equipment imported by 
foreign businessmen as invest- 
ment and donation, as well as 
materials which entered without 
payment of foreign capital, the 
cost of import was 3.9 billion 
yuan more than exports. By mid- 
September, the favorable balance 
between non-trade cash revenues 
and expenditures was 2.17 billion 
yuan. 

Finally, agricultural produc- 
tion is in a difficult situation. 
With the deepening of recifica- 
tion and consolidation, the pres- 
sure of unemployment will tend 
to expand. This is caused by the 
surfacing of the contradictions 
pent up in the past few years and 
cannot be avoided in the process 
of retrenchment. Oo 
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Anti-Cancer Work in Progress 


Since the start of China’s investigation into the cause for the onset of various cancers, 
the nation has made progress in preventing and treating it at an early stage. By combining 
Chinese traditional and Western medicines, it has managed to achieve significant results 
in treating some tumours.—Ed. 


by Wang Rukuan 


ith serious environmental 
WY pasion, unhealthy life 

styles and customs and a 
big reduction in the incidence of 
certain diseases, particularly in- 
fectious diseases, and in the cor- 
responding patient death rate for 
those diseases, cancer has grad- 
ually become one of the major 
causes of death in the world over 
the past 30 to 40 years. 

Statistics show that, of the to- 
tal 5.2 billion people in the 
world, each year about 6.8 mil- 
lion suffer from cancer, some 5 
million of whom will die from 
the illness, 10 percent of the total 
number of all the world’s 
deaths. Among China’s to- 
tal population of 1.1. bil- 
lion, the incidence of can- 
cer and the resulting death 
rate each year are about 
1.4 million and 1.05 million 
respectively, both of which 
are higher than any other 
country in the world. 

China’s anti-cancer cam- 
paign was begun in the face 
of such dire statistics. 


Development 


Cancer in China has a 
recorded history of 2,000 
years. Beginning with Chi- 
na’s first medical work, 
Huang Di’s Canon of In- 
ternal Medicine, completed 
2,000 years ago, Chinese 
medical books have contin- 
ued to include much mater- 
ial about tumours. Before 
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the founding of the People’s Re- 
public of China, however, only a 
few experts and some small hos- 
pitals specialized in cancer treat- 
ment. 

Since 1949, the Party and gov- 
ernment have paid great atten- 


tion to the study, prevention and 


cure of cancer. The late Premier 
Zhou Enlai many times called on 
the whole country to surmount 
the difficult medical problem of 
cancer, study the various means 
of treatment, practise the com- 
bination of traditional Chinese 
medicine with the Western med- 
icine, and establish more preven- 


Doctors of the Beijing Tumour Hospital examine a 
patient. 


CHEN ZONGLIE 


tion and treatment centres. Un- 
der Premier Zhou’s guidance, 
cancer was rated as key disease 
to study, prevent and cure right 
after the founding of New China. 
Experts from the medical and 
other related scientific fields 


were organized to conduct joint 


research and many-tumour hos- 
pitals, oncological institutes 
and various tumour prevention, 
treatment and research organiza- 
tions established by the end of 
1950s. 

In 1958, China set up the 
first state-level cancer research 
centre, the Beijing Tumour Hos- 
pital and the Beijing Insti- 
tute of Oncology attached 
to Chinese Academy of 
Medical Sciences. Since 
then, China has established 
146 tumour hospitals and 
institutes of oncology in ad- 
dition’ to tumour depart- 
ments and tumour wards in 
some comprehensive and 
common hospitals; four na- 
tional tumour societies and 
16 national prefessional in- 
stitutes, all of which pub- 
lish 11 medical journals in- 
cluding one English edi- 
tion; and the Chinese Tum- 
our Information Society 
and the national informa- 
tion exchange network. 
The wide international co- 
Operation and exchange of 
recent years have resulted 
in the establishment of 
World Health Organiza- 
tion’s (WHO) co-operative 
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cancer research centres in such 
cities as Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou. 

In order to have a direct hand 
in and lead the anti-cancer work. 
the Ministry of Public Health set 
up the national tumour preven- 
tion and cure office in 1969 and 
officially established the nation- 
al tumour prevention, cure and 
research leading group in 1986. 
The central tasks of the group 
through its administrative office 
are to put forward an orientation 
for development, a strategic fo- 
cus, technical policies and ma- 
jor measures in regard to cancer 
work; organize and work out 
long-term state plans on preven- 
tion, cure and study of tumour; 
and organize and co-ordinate 
major research problems and 
projects. Relevant organizations 
in all levels have been or are 


' being set up. 


Due to the country’s abil- 
ity to effectively combine 
medical theory and prac- 
tice, and its focus on the 
study of prevention, early 
recognition, and early stage 
treatment, China’s major 
anti-cancer achievements 
of the past 30 years have 
drawn world attention. 


Investigation and 
Prevention 


In order to better under- 
stand the reasons for the 
onset of cancer and to ex- 
plore methods of preven- 
tion, the most important as- 
pects of anti-cancer work 
lay in tumour investigation 
and examination. 

Since the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, China has con- 
ducted various surveys 
and investigations includ- 
ing multiple scientific, 
comprehensive investiga- 
tions of cancer’s epidemiol- 
ogy and etiology among pa- 
tients suffering from oeso- 
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phagus, liver, lung and stomach 
cancers, as well as analysing the 
danger signs of occupational di- 
seases. The largest sample surv- 
ey, in which about | million 


medical workers participated, | 


was conducted between 1975 and 
1979. Using self-designed meth- 
ods, medical researchers and 
workefs completed a remarkable 
survey of 56 diseases, including 
the various death causing can- 
cers between 1973 and 1975 in 
395 prefectures and cities and 
2,392 counties of 30 provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous 
regions (except Taiwan), and 


drew up The Tumour Atlas of the 


People’s Republic of China, the 
best publication of its kind in the 
world today. The survey and 
the publication of the atlas were 
highly praised by foreign experts 
as a solid foundation in the fight 
against cancer. 


Ge Ming, an associate research fellow of Henan 
Institute of Oncology, has treated patients suffering 
from various cancers using cell transplant technol- 
ogy for many years. The conditions of 87 percent of 
his patients improve. His research receives interna- 
tional attention. 


WANG GANGFA 


The survey indicated that 90 
percent of all cancers in China 
are of the stomach, oesophagus, 
liver, ceivix uteri, lungs, intes- 
tines, leukaemia, nasopharyngeal 
and breast, and the number of 
patients suffering from the first 
three mentioned cancers account 
for over 60 percent of the total. 
Most of the nine cancers have 
clearly defined areas of high in- 
cidence. For instance, stomach 
cancer is seen mainly in coastal 
areas and northwestern prov- 
inces; oesophagus cancer, in Tai- 
hang Mountains, Dabie Moun- 
tains, northwestern Sichuan, 
northern Jiangsu, southern Fuji- 
an and northeastern Guang- 
dong; .liver cancer, in south- 
eastern coastal areas including 
Qidong County of Jiangsu Prov- 
ince and Fusui County of Gu- 
angxi Zhuang Autonomous Re- 
gion. 

The high concentration 
and clear regional distribu- 
tion of cancer types offer 
very favourable conditions 
for researchers to develop 
a comprehensive, three-in- 
one (laboratory, clinical 
and site) research method. 
Beginning in the 1970s, 
more than 30 key tumour 
prevention and treatment 
sites were established in re- 
gions of high cancer rate, 
including. the Linxian 
County Oesophagus Can- 
cer Site in Henan Province, 
Qidong Liver Cancer Site 
in Jiangsu Province, Fu- 
sui Liver Site in Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Re- 
gion and Zhongshan Coun- 
ty Nasopharyngeal Carci- 
noma Site in Guangdong 
Province. Due to the fixed 
population and clear deli- 
neation of regions, research 
workers were able to devel- 
op step by step their stu- 
dies by analysing the ex- 
ternal environment (both 
natural and unnatural en- 
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vironment) and the relationship 
between the internal factors of a 
person’s body and the causes of 
some common cancers. For inst- 
ance, the research results proved 
that liver cancer has a connec- 
tion to the hepatitis B virus in- 
fection, aflatorion and the pol- 
luted drinking water, while oes- 
ophagus cancer has to do with 
nitrosamine compounds, moulds 
and their toxins, malnutrition 
and unhealthy living habits. 
Based on study results, a pract- 
ical plan for preventing tumours 
and cancers has been developed. 
In areas with high incidence of 
tumours and cancers, medical 
workers and researchers first eli- 
minate known carcinogens and 
put into place the most readily 
available precautions.’ Second, 
they provide early recognition of 
cancer’s danger signs, followed 
by treatment to deal with pathol- 
ogical changes occurring before 
cancers’ onset. The results have 
been good. For instance, by 
combining Chinese and Western 
medicines in treatment, tests of 
severe hyperplasis of esophageal 
epithelium show that the eight- 
year rate of worsened illness 
dropped from 21.78 percent to 
5.45 percent in Linxian Coun- 
ty, Henan Province. In Qidong 
County, after the comprehensive 
preventive measures taken to 
prevent and cure hepetitis, prev- 
ent mildew and eliminate poison, 
improve the availability of pot- 
able water, treat liver cell hyper- 
plasis, and provide Chinese med- 
ical treatment before cancers’ on- 
set, the incidence of liver cancer 
was lowered by a big margin. 
Also in Qidong, in co-operation 
with the World Health Organi- 
zation, Chinese medical workers 
innoculated 2,500 newborn ba- 
bies against hapatitis B. Because 
of the shortage of the trace. ele- 
ment selenium in the human 
body and environment, Chinese 
research workers, together with 
American researchers, are cur- 
rently in a large scale campaign 
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Patients suffering from late-stage cancers do Qigong under the guidance of a 


medical worker to-build up their resistance to disease. 


for many people living in areas 
with a high rate of liver cancer. 
The first test results indicate that 


the incidence of liver cancer and - 


hepatitis are’tending to decline. 


Diagnosis and Treatment 


Over the past 30-odd years, on 
the basis of imported technology, 
China has successfully developed 
many advanced medicinal equip- 


ment and technology including. 


X CT machines, computerized 
fluorescent detection systems for 
cancer cells, various photosensi- 
tive diagnotic units and a mono- 
clonal antibody technique, all of 
which are helpful in cancer diag- 
nosis, particularly in the early 


stages. Medical workers can now - 


test oesophagus cancer with the 
esophageal ballon-rocket electro- 
phoresis and reverse hemazylu- 
tination tésting alfa-fetoprotein 
(AFP); and nasopharyngeal can- 
cer with an immunoenzyme la- 
beling method which test anti- 
bodies against the EB virus an- 
tigen and other early stage anti- 
gens testing is effective overall in 
some 90 percent of cases and in 
over 70 percent of early’ stage 
patients. Also, medical workers 
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can test for pre-cancer patholog- 
ical changes several months to - 
several years ahead of time and 
can estimate the development of 
cancer eight years in advance. In 
addition, the diagnostic results 
using computers resulted in a 50 
percent increase in the discovery — 
rate of early stage stomach can- 
cer of some 37,000 patients. 
Chinese medical workers also 
lead the world in the study of the 
regularity and dynamic changes 
of early stage serum AFP and in 
the diagnosis standards for clini- 
cal and pathological studies 
of symptom-free liver cancer. 
Chinese medical scientists have 
won prizes for their work in tum- 
our immunity in the USA. 
Treating cancer by combining 
Chinese and Western medicines 
is one main method of tumour 
prevention, treatment and study, 
and is an important reason be- 
hind the good results achieved to 
date. Over the past 30-odd years, 
clinical practitioners have used 
more than 3,000 traditional 
Chinese medicines to cure can- 
cers and have successfully devel- 
oped a batch of new medicines, 
including cephalotoxins, campto- 
thecines and colchicines, all*of 
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Using a new method of combining traditional Chinese medical therapy with 
high-temperature treatment technology to cure advanced-stage cancers of the 
lungs and intestines, Yin Xiaoming, a doctor of traditional Chinese medicine in 
Nanchang, has obtained positive results in 56 cases. Yin Xiaoming (right) treating 


a patient. 


which have played a significant 
role in cancer treatment. Test re- 
sults have proved that by activat- 
ing the blood flow and removing 
blood stasis, traditional Chinese 
medicines can reduce blood vis- 
cosity; enhance vascular perme- 
ability; advance blood circula- 
tion; help blood production, fa- 
cilitate the action of anti-cancer 
medicines, immune cells and 
other agents on tumours to prev- 
ent further cancer development 
or transformation, the suppely of 
oxygen to the cancer cell and 
support the curative effect 
gained by radiotherapy. Volumi- 
nous material also proves that 
treatment by traditional Chinese 
medicines can reduce the side ef- 
fects of radiotherapy and chem- 
otherapy, relax symptoms, and, 
reduce complications, thus help- 
ing radiotherapy and chemoth- 
erapy treatment to proceed 
smoothly, aiding the consequent 
patient and prolonging lives. For 
instance, few persons suffering 
from late-stage liver cancer may 
live for a long time after even a 
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single treatment of radiotherapy 


and chemotherapy, but the one veloped rapidly since the found- 


year and five-year survival rates 
of patients who received tradi- 
tional Chinese medicines along 
with radiotherapy and chemoth- 


- erapy were 72.7 percent and 10 


percent respectively; the five- 
year survival rate of patients suf- 
fering from advanced-stage sto- 
mach cancer who were given 
both traditional Chinese med- 
icines and chemotherapy reached 
53.8 percent; the cure rate of pa- 
tients suffering from early-stage 
carcinoma of ceivix uteri who 
received only Chinese medicinal 
“San Pin” (white assenic, realgar 
and alumeni) was 100 percent; 
and the rate for patients with 
pre-oesophagus cancer who re- 
ceived the traditional Chinese 
medicinal treatment was 85 per- 
cent. Moreover, during such 
treatment, Chinese acupuncture 
and Qigong therapies may help 
alleviate the patients’ suffering 
and bring about varying degrees 
of recovery in their health. 

The positive results achieved 


by combining traditional 
Chinese and Western medicines, 
are seen in many types of can- 
cers. After receiving combined 
treatment, the five-year survival 
rate of patients suffering from 
fibroma reached 80 percent (of 
which, the rate for early-stage fi- 
broma patients may reach 100 
percent); that of oesophagus can- 
cer patients may be 46 percent 
(of which, the rate for early-stage 
patients may be 100 percent); 
that of liver cancer patients may 
be 21 percent (of which, the rate 
for patients who have received 
medical operation may be 27 per- 
cent); that of patients suffering 
from stomach cancer reached 62 
percent (of which, the rate for 
early-stage patients may be 90 
percent); and that of patients 
suffering from lung cancer may 
reach 42 percent. 


Basic Research 


Basic tumour research has de- 


ing of the New China. Research 
workers have discovered the on- 
cogenes of liver cancer, stomach 
cancer, oesophagus cancer and 
nasopharyngeal carcinoma can- 
cer. For instance, six oncogenes 
with different functions have 
been discovered in liver cancer 
and in the nearby organs. Ex- 
perts believe the formation of 
liver cancer may be closely 
linked to these six oncogenes. In 
immunology, researchers have 
successfully developed mono- 
clonal anti-bodies against liver 
cancer, stomach cancer, lung 
cancer, colon cancer and breast 
cancer and the trial use of 
micro-biological “‘missiles” made 
of monoclonal anti-body, cross- 
linking fonin, nuclein and anti- 
cancer medicines has begun. The 
recent successful hybridoma 
monoclonal anti-body for use 
against tumours was important 
because it is a breakthrough in 
China’s use of monoclonal anti- 
bodies. o 
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Two Chinese Tumour Experts 


Chinese tumour experts, Zeng Yi, 60, and Tang Zhaoyou, 59, in their highly regarded fight 
against cancer, have much in common. Both are from south China’s Guangdong Province, 
both graduated from Shanghai Medical University, and both, each in their field, have 

pushed their research to advanced world levels.—Ed. 


by Our Staff Reporter Cui Lili 


Zeng—an Expert in 
Nose and Throat Cancer 


the Chinese Academy of 

Preventive Medicine and di- 
rector of the Virus Office of the 
Tumour Institute. Energetic and 
of medium build, Zeng talked el- 
oquently about his field during an 
interview in his laboratory. 

“It is getting simple and con- 
venient to diagnose nose and 
throat cancer.” Zeng explained. 
When a person suddenly finds 
himself with concurrent symp- 
toms of tinnitus, reduced hear- 
ing, intermittent nasal bleeding, 
blood-stained spitting and mig- 
raine for about three weeks, he 
can simply prick one of his ear- 
lobes or any of his fingers with a 
sterilized needle, drip a drop of 


7: is now vice-president of 


Zeng Yi in his laboratory. 


his blood on a clean piece of paper 
and, when it is dry, send it in an 
envelope to my institute. We then 
examine the blood carefully and 
verify within a day whether the 
host is suffering from nose and 
throat cancer or whether these or- 
gans are likely to become cancer- 
ous. 

Nose and throat cancer is ma- 
lignant and has no apparent symp- 
toms at the early stage,” Zeng 
said. “That is why it is not 
easily discovered and often mis- 
diagnosed. People come here after 
symptoms have become apparent, 
often some 70 percent of them are 
already at the advanced stage. It is 
then difficult, if not impossible, to 
cure,” he said. Zeng’s method of 
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diagnosis, however, is capable of 
discovering the disease five to 
eight years before it becomes ap- 
parent. 

In 1964, Zeng said, British 
scientist Epstein-Barr found that 
the new virus he discovered was 
closely associated with Burkitt’s 
lymphoma. The virus was later 
named EB after the British ex- 
pert. Two years later, in 1966, 
an American scientist discovered 
that the EB virus was closely 
linked by way of serum with nose 
and throat cancer. Since then, 
many American and European 
scientists have found research into 
nose and throat cancer a good 
starting point wherefrom to inves- 
tigate the cause of tumours. Many 
people ignored research on prev- 
ention and diagnosis, however, be- 
cause of the low incidence of nose 
and throat cancer,” Zeng said. 

“Our country, though, ap- 
proaches the problem different- 
ly,” he said. “Nose and throat can- 
cer is one of nine major forms of 
malignant tumours. In some south 
China provinces and autonomous 
regions with a high risk of devel- 
oping cancer, such as Guangxi 
and Guangdong, deaths from nose 
and throat cancer account for 10 
to 15 percent of the total. In tum- 
our research, our aim is to alle- 
viate patients’ suffering. There- 
fore, we must continue to con- 
centrate our research, first, on 
prevention and diagnosis and, 
then, on causation.” 

Zeng has made much headway 
in virus research since he began 
his present career in 1973. Some 
three years later, in 1976, he suc- 
ceeded in diagnosing nose and 
throat cancer by using imported 
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“smmunofluorescence.” However, 
the prohibitive price of fluoresc- 
ence microscope made it hard to 
popularize the method, so he con- 
centrated on developing a new, 
simple alternative. 

About one year later, Zeng’s 
“immunoenzyme labelling meth- 
od” was born. Sensitive and easy 
to use and popularize, the method 
has been gradually improved to 
the point that an entry-level doc- 
tor can easily diagnose nose and 
throat cancer with a drop of the 
patient’s blood, a small box 
containing some immunoenzyme 
agent and an ordinary optical mi- 
croscope. 

In 1978, Zeng and his feliows 
tried out his “immunoenzyme la- 
belling method” in the Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region, an 
area with a high rate of nose and 
throat cancer. With the help of 
local governments and medical- 
care departments, they opened a 
nose and throat cancer prevention 
and research centre in the county 
of Cangwu and the city of Wuzh- 
ou successively. In the following 
two years, among the more than 
200,000 people they scanned, 
some people tested positive for the 
EB virus capsid antigen-A immu- 
no glubulin (lgA/Vca). By using 
histological and cytological meth- 
ods in concert, they established 
that some of these people had nose 
and throat cancer, 90 percent of 
whom were at the early stage. 
With careful, timely treatment, 
some of the patients were in re- 
mission longer than five years and 
had a good chance of recovery. 
Statistics show that all of the pa- 
tients in the early stage of nose 
and throat cancer, who are treated 
with radiation, are in remission 
longer than five years. 

Zeng’s success in the diagnosis 
of nose and throat cancer stimu- 
lated him to delve into the cause 
of cancers. In his study of 1,600 
kinds of plants (including medi- 
cinal herbs and medical! prepara- 
tions), he found that more than 


50 kinds (more than 40 of which 
grow in areas of Guangxi with 
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high rates of nose and throat can- 
cer) contain substances which sti- 
mulate the EB virus or other 
substances which induce cancers. 
He also found, in areas with a 
high risk of developing cancers, 
such foodstuffs as salted fish con- 
tain carcinogens or substances 
which induce EB viruses. Even in 
local soil samples, he discovered 
substances which have a strong 
capacity to induce cancers. Plenty 
of evidence ted Zeng to establish 
a close link between environment 
and carcinogenesis. In his genetic 
study of nose and throat cancer, 
Zeng also discovered that in a 
family of two nose and throat can- 
cer patients its descendants also 
carry the genes making them sus- 
ceptible to cancer. Zeng’s compre- 
hensive, multi-discipline research 
laid down a solid foundation for 


establishing his systematic theo- 
retical hypothesis about the cause 
of nose and throat cancer. He con- 
cluded that genetic factors were 
the basis for the development of 
nose and throat cancer, that the 
EB virus plays an important role 
in the process, and that environ- 
mental carcinogens and cancer- 
inducing factors work synergisti- 
cally. This hypothesis of Zeng’s 
put him at the forefront in the 
world’s study of the cause of nose 
and throat cancer. 

Now a member of the advisory 
group of tumour experts of the 
World Health Organization, Zeng 
has extended his research into the 
field of leukaemia and AIDS, and 
has won initial success in monitor- 
ing the AIDS virus by using his 
“immunoenzymological method.” 


Tang Zhaoyou—an Expert in — 


Liver Cancer 


ang is currently a member of 
T the International Liver Di- 

seases Society and president 
of Shanghai Medical University. 
He began clinical diagnosis and 
surgery of liver diseases when he 
was fresh from the university in 
the 1950s and continued until the 
mid-1960s when he turned his at- 
tention to the study of liver can- 
cer. He and his aides discovered in 
their research that changes of ser- 
um AFP in the body of early- 
stage liver cancer patients are 
closely associated with the evolu- 
tion of liver cancer. The contin- 
ued rise and fall of serum AFP at 
low level reflects the pathological 
background of the growth of liv- 
er cells. If AFP continues to rise 
steadily or in a wave-like manner 
for two months, it reflects the pro- 
liferation of liver cancer cells. On 
this basis, they established a re- 
liable measurement for diagnosis 
and prognosis of early-stage liv- 
er cancer. Measurement of ser- 
um AFP by use of this theory 


advances the diagnosis of liver 
cancer seven to eight months ear- 


lier. They are thus able to dis- 
cover many cases of early-stage 
symptom-free liver cancer, which 
would not have been discovered in 
the past. In doing do, Tang and 
his aides made an historic leap 
forward, from diagnosis of liver 
cancer, readily apparent because 
of size, to diagnosis of small 
symptom-free liver cancer of less 
than 5 cm in diameter, making 
China the world leader in liver 
cancer research. In 1979, in recog- 
nition of his efforts, the research 
result won the gold medal of the 
US Cancer Research Institute. 
Tang, however, did not rest on 
his past laurels of liver cancer re- 
search. Again, he discovered in 
clinical practice that surgery 
proved to be one of the most effec- 
tive therapies to deal with liver 
cancer, a cruel killer of some 
100,000 Chinese people every 
year. The size of liver cancer, he 
found, is an important factor de- 
termining the post-operation sur- 
vival rate. The smaller it is, the 
higher the five-year survival rate. 
With one centimetre increase in 
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diameter of the liver cancer, the 
‘five-year survival rate drops more 
than 10 percent. Tang’s break- 
through in the diagnosis of early- 
Stage liver cancer has allowed 
treatment of many early-stage pa- 
tients, thus raising the survival 
rate by a large margin. From 1967 
to 1988, Tang conducted opera- 
tions on 132 liver cancer patients 
(tumour smalier than 5 cm in 
diameter). Post-operation patients 
had a five-year survival rate of 70 
percent and a ten-year survival 
rate of 53 percent. 

“The Chinese people’s achieve- 
ments in the diagnosis and treat- 
ment of early-stage liver cancer 
are unimaginable to us Wester- 
ners,” said a Western liver-cancer 
expert at a recent international 
cancer symposium. 

Still, for Tang, the work is not 
over. Like Zeng, Tang is working 
away at new discoveries and new 
developments. Since 1978, Tang 
and his colleagues have launched 


a new programme to tackle adv- 
anced stages of liver cancer by 
using what he calls “comprehen- 
sive treatment” and “second-stage 
removal.” In the past, the size of 
liver cancer and its close proximi- 
ty to big blood vessels made it 
barely possible to operate. Even 
with the tumours removed, 80 
percent of the patients died within 
five years. In co-ordination with 
pathological, radiation and nu- 
clear medical organizations, Tang 
found in his simulated human liv- 
er cancer experiment on mice that 
the application of a single therapy 
could only prevent the growth of 
tumours for a time while the com- 
bined application of several thera- 
pies could reduce and even eli- 
minate the tumour. They have 
applied this “comprehensive treat- 
ment” to 26 patients whose liver 
cancers were too big to be re- 
moved with surgery (So far 
“second-stage removal” has been 
used in only ten cases outside of 


China’s Largest Tumour 
Research and Treatment Centre 


by Our Staff Reporter Cui Lili 


he Tumour Institute and 
T eevie under the Chinese 

Academy of Medical 
Sciences is located in southeast 
Beijing. 

Statistics indicate that the five- 
year survival rate of malignant 
tumour patients discharged from 
hospital after recovery averages 
at least 50 percent, the most suc- 
cessful rate of treatment in 
China. 

The former site of this compre- 
hensive institution covered only 
some 20,000 square metres when 
it was founded in 1958, but it has 
since grown into the country’s 
largest tumour research and 
treatment centre, occupying 
more than 90,000 square metres. 
The hospital’s outpatient service 
building is capable of accommo- 
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dating 1,000 people a day and 
has an inpatient capacity of 600 
beds. It is well furnished with 
such advanced experimentation 
equipment as ultrasonic diagnos- 
tic machines, radioisotope scan, 
CT diagnostic, nuclear magnetic 
resonance and automated bioch- 
emical detection devices. The in- 
stitute’s 14-storey building hous- 
es a dozen or so research sections 
and offices involved in chemi- 
cal etiology, tumour epidemiol- 
ogy, as well as studies in tumour 
immunity, nutrition and cancer. 
The 100 research studies include 
those designated as key state pro- 
jects. Some of the research re- 
sults have reached or approached 
advanced world level. The mole- 
cular oncology laboratory, one of 
China’s ten largest, has recently 


China). They have applied, in 
concert, ligation of hepatic artery, 
chemotherapy of hepatic arterial 
catheterization, radiation and 
mixed bacterial vaccine immu- 
notherapy, all of which are de- 
signed to reduce the size of liv- 
er cancer small enough to be re- 
moved in the “second-stage opera- 
tion.” The five-year survival rate 
of these 26 cases is 56.1 percent, 
with some patients having lived as 
long as eight years. 

This new achievement of 
Tang’s, some experts conclude, 
opens up a new way to cure and 
probably eliminate liver cancer in 
the 1990s. 

Almost all those who know him 
say. Professor Tang is demanding 
not only of himself but also of his 
work and as regards his work, 
is not in the least negligent. On 
Tang’s desk stands his motto: Be 
diligent, be enterprising and work 
towards creating advanced world 
standards. /a 


been completed and put into op- 
eration. 

The rapid development of the 
institute and hospital over the 
past 30 years is, of course, closely 
tied to government support. The 
most important reason lies in the 
dedication and pioneering spir- 
it of the outstanding research 
workers. 


Chinese Doctors’ Clinical 
Practice 


The staff of the institute was 
the first Chinese medical group 
to begin research on the applica- 
tion of Chinese medicine to the 
clinical treatment of tumour. Be- 
ginning in the 1970s, such re- 
search focused on two fields 
—strengthening patient resist- 
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ance and stimulating blood cir- 
culation to end stasis. Sun Yan, 
now senior physician of the tum- 
our hospital, chose to investigate 
the former field. He noted that 
the side effects on the patient 
treated by the Western medical 
methods of chemical therapy and 
radiation therapy led to complete 
debilitation of the majority of 
patients and that their immunol- 
ogical capability was far lower 
than that of a healthy person. 
Sun wondered whether an an- 
alysis of treatment methods 
based on Chinese medical theory 
such as the strengthening of res- 
istance and the nourishing of vi- 
tal energies would demonstrate 
their efficacy in helping improve 
the patient’s immunological cap- 
‘ability. With this problem in 
mind, he and his study group in 
1974 began to conduct a compre- 
hensive, systematic clinical and 
laboratory investigation into the 
use of Chinese medicine for 
strengthening resistance and the 
theoretical basis for such use. 
During the experiment, Sun 
and his assistants gave the pa- 
tient an all-round pre-treatment 
physical examination and ex- 
pounded and proved the Chinese 
medical theory and, approaching 
the question from the angle of 
immunology. developed a de- 
tailed picture of the patient’s 
blood and of the immunological 
and adrenal cortex function. In 
the course of treatment, sever- 
al medicinal herbs were used. 
These included radix as- 
tragali and fructus ligustri 
which are efficacious in 
strengthening patient res- 
istance. After a period of 
treatment, another physical 
check indicated that the 
Chinese medicine helped to 
raise the cell’s immunologi- 
cal function and, to a cer- 
tain extent, to reduce the 
negative effects of chemical 
and radiation therapy, par- 
ticularly the inhibiting ef- 
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fects on the functions of adrenal 
cortex, the marrow and the ali- 
mentary canal. 

To prove the accuracy of their 
conclusion, Sun and his group 
delved deeper into how the 
Chinese medicine strengthens 
patient resistance. The mixed 
cultivation of lymphocytes of a 
healthy person and of a patient 
demonstrated that the malignant 
tumour patient’s inhibitory cell 
(Ts) activity is very pronounced. 
Radix astragali and fructus ligus- 
tri, however, are capable of cur- 
tailing or eliminating the Ts. Sun 
and his group also discovered 
through laboratory tests that ra- 
dix astragali has the function of 
stimulating the human macro- 
phage which has a vital role in 
the destruction of the tumour 
cells. 

The announcement of Sun’s 
research results in the 1980s 
caused-a sensation both at home 
and abroad. Presently, the 
Chinese medicine used to streng- 
then patient resistance is one of 
the most effective substance for 
the clinical treatment of tum- 
our through the combination of 
Chinese and Western medicines. 
This method has been popular- 
ized throughout the country, and 
has received the widespread at- 
tention from overseas medical 
circles. The number of Chinese 
medicinal herbs used to clinical- 
ly strengthen patient resistance 
has increased from several when 
the method was first used to 


A medical worker at the Tumour Hospital’s Radia- 
tion Treatment Section uses computer to work out 
the best patient treatment plan. 
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Lu Shixin, director of the Tumour Insti- 


tute. . CHEN ZONGLIE 


more than 20 at present. 


On-Site Research on 
Cancer of the Esophagus 


One important reason for the 
institute’s outstanding achieve- 
ment is its long-term, intensive 
studies in areas with a high rate 
of tumours. Lu Shixin, head of 
the Tumour Institute and Hos- 
pital and a research fellow in 
chemical etiology, and his group 
have consistently followed this 
methodology in their study of 
cancer of the esophagus. 

In the late 1960s, an article in 
a foreign journal, pointing out 
that the nitroso compounds 
could cause cancer of the esopha- 
gus in animals, aroused his in- 
terest in further study of esopha- 
gus cancer. 

In 1971,: he led a 
12-member group to Hen- 
an’s Linxian County, an 
area with a high rate of 
esophagus cancer and lived 
there for five years. During 
this period, they conduct- 
ed large-scale, comprehen- 
sive investigations and ex- 
periments. Lu Shixin con- 
ducted continuing analys- 
is, test and verification on 
water samples he collected 
four times a year from 495 


BEIJING REVIEW, NOV. 27-DEC. 3, 1989 


CHINAD 


village wells. He and his assis- 
tants showed that the nitrosa- 
mine content in food in Linxian 
County was far higher than in 
other areas with a lower cancer 
rate. The amount of nitrosamine 
_ taken in by local people each day 
exceeded 500 microgrammes, 
compared with the normal 
amount of less than 100 micro- 
grammes. Taking note of the fact 
that local people like to eat pic- 
kled Chinese cabbage, Lu then 
collected fungus from the pic- 
kled Chinese cabbage, and put it 
in wowotou (a steamed bread of 
maize) to ferment. His findings 
demonstrated that. the fungus 
promoted the synthesis of nitro- 
samine. This was a “first” among 
cancer research results in the 
world and its publication in 1979 
strongly affected the continuing 
investigations into the cause of 
cancerous tumour. 

Lu and his assistants, begin- 
ning in the 1980s, switched the 
focus of their research from ani- 
mals to humans. In the past de- 
cade, they’ve cultivated the tis- 
sue of 200-300 fetal esophagus 
which, when acted on by nitrosa- 
mine, showed signs of hyperplas- 
tic change and human embryo 
squamous epithelial coscinoma 


of the esophagus. This is the 
first instance wherein nitrosa- 
mine was used to induce tumour 
on the epithelium of the human 
esophagus. The result marked a 
theoretical breakthrough by in- 
dicating that nitrosamine can 
cause esophagus cancer not only 
in animals but also in humans. 
In further cancer studies of the 
past few years, Lu and his assis- 
tants travelled to four provinces, 
eight counties and cities across 
the country to conduct on-site 
investigations involving large 
numbers of people. Their discov- 
ery that vitamin C and E and 
trace elements such as zinc can 
check the synthesis of nitrosa- 
mine in the human body, provid- 
ed an important scientific basis 
for developing methods to prev- 
ent and treat esophagus cancer. 


Selenium and the 
Prevention of Liver Cancer 


Attention to the study of how 
best to prevent tumours is the 
third salient feature of the Tum- 
our Institute and Hospital. Its la- 
boratory studies of the preven- 
tion of tumour in humans en- 
compass most disciplines and 
have been conducted on a wide 


This nuclear magnetic resonance scanner efficiently diagnoses tumours. 
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scale throughout the country. 
These studies have included 
looking into the role of selenium 
in preventing liver cancer. 

As early as the 1970s, some 
people abroad had a hunch that 
the selenium content in the hu- 
man body and the cancer rate 
had an inverse relationship, but 
there had been no on-site test 
over a large area to prove the 
hypothesis. In 1980, Yu Shuyu, 
research fellow of the biochemi- 
cal research department at the 
Tumour Institute and her study 
group went to 24 counties in 
eight provinces, where they in- 
vestigated selenium’s relation- 
ship to liver cancer. Yu discov- 
ered that in Jiangsu’s Qidong 
County, an area with a high rate 
of the selenium content, particu- 
larly evident in the foodgrain, in 
the southeast of the county was 
four times that of the northwest, 


‘and that the rate.of liver cancer 


in the southeast was far lower 
than in the northwest. This led 
her to conclude that selenium 
played some role in preventing 
cancer. 

Yu then spent four years ob- 
serving two different flocks of 
ducks and discovered that the 
cancer rate of the flock fed with 
selenium was lower than the one 
not fed with selenium. Yu also 
discovered from the dissected 
duck liver that the livers of 
ducks fed with selenium were en- 
tirely normal, while the livers 
of ducks not fed with selenium 
were grey in colour, exceptional- 
ly large and had manifestations 
of unusual pathological changes. 

On the basis of these findings, 
Yu and her colleagues began se- 
lenium testing on 20,000 peo- 
ple. Three years later, statistics 
showed that the rate of liver can- 
cer and hepatitis of people with 
selenium was lower than those 
without it. Since 1986, Yu and 
her group have co-operated with 
US researchers in conducting 
cancer-related tests of a group of 
200,000 people. oO 
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China Vows Quality Coal for Japan 


coal experts say they hope 

China will increase its coal 
exports to Japan despite the cri- 
ticism they traded on November 
“14 at a joint coal conference in 
Beijing over alleged breaches of 
contract. 

Wei Guofu, general manager 
of the China Coal Import and 
Export Corp., said leaders of 
both governments have suggest- 
ed that China should be permit- 
ted to increase its coal exports by 
2 million to 3 million tons a year 
over the current export quota of 
3.7 million to 4.1 million tons. 

But they failed to reach a final 
agreement on this because many 
other problems in the bilateral 
coal trade remain unsolved. 

Japan is China’s largest coal 
importer, taking in nearly 30 
percent of the 15 million tons 
China exports each year. 

Under contracts signed by the 
two governments, he said, Japan 
was supposed to have sent ships 
to carry 1.46 million tons of coal 
from April to October. But only 
1.03 million, tons was shipped 
out, leaving 430,000 tons or 30 
percent of the coal in Chinese 
ports. 


B:: Chinese and Japanese 


Customers 


Katsushige Tanaka, director of | 


the China Coal Committee un- 
der the Council of Japan-China 
Long-Term Trade Agreement, 
said Japanese customers com- 
plained that the Chinese side 
failed to meet the timetable for 
delivering the coal. 

By November, only 78 percent 
of the coal was delivered, causing 
disruptions in the supply to Ja- 
panese customers. 

Tanaka said that, undoubted- 
ly, Japan will increase its coal 
imports in the next few years. 
Imports of coal for power prod- 
uction are expected to grow to 30 


28 


million tons in the next five 
years, he said. 

“We hope China can become 
a reliable coal. exporter to the 
world market and further im- 


China Helps 


prove the quality of its coal for 
export,” he said. 

Wei Guofu told the conference 
China will take effective mea- 
sures to improve the quality of 
export coal and would cut coal- 
fields’ export quotas if they fail 
to meet export standard. 

by Xu Yuanchao 


Foreign-Funded Enterprises 


ccording to Yu Xiaosong, 
A sive of the Foreign 

Funds Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Economic 
Relations and Trade, the Chinese 
government has decided to take 
new measures to help foreign- 
funded enterprises having diffi- 
culties in the supply of raw ma- 
terials and funds. The measures 
include: 

O The Ministry of Materials 
and Equipment allocated some 
important raw materials for use 
by foreign-funded enterprises. 

O The State Planning Commis- 
sion and the People’s Bank of 
China are paying special atten- 
tion to foreign-funded enterpris- 
es that have difficulties in the 


turnover of funds and make 


available special arrangements. 

The Shanghai Volkswagen 
Corp., a Sino-Federal German 
joint venture, for example, has 
some difficulties in sales because 
the purchase of cars is strictly 
controlled in China. The rele- 
vant authorities of the State 
Council have already decided to 
take measures to help them re- 
solve the difficulties. 


New Co-operative 
Projects in Tianjin 


Although China’s new mea- 
sures are not able enough to re- 
solve all the problems met by 
foreign-funded enterprises dur- 
ing the economic readjustment, 
they indicate China’s determina- 
tion to continue the opening up 
to the outside world and improve 
the investment climate. 

China will further redefine the 
industrial orientation to encour- 
age foreign investors, Yu said. 
Even enterprises approved to 
start business which do not ac- 
cord with China’s present indus- 
trial policy will be helped by the 
Chinese government. 

According to Yu, China will 
continue to simplify the approval 
and examination procedures and 
strengthen the soft investment 
climate. As the present foreign 
laws and regulations are exam- 
ined, those found unsuitable are 
expected to be revised. Mean- 
while, Chinese law-makers plan 
to revise the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Joint Ven- 
tures Using Chinese and Foreign 
Investment. The aim is to make 
the law more in line with inter- 
national practice. Oo 


machinery, electronics, metallur- 


total of 54 new projects in | early November. They involve 
Ae call for foreign co- 


operation, announced an 
official from the city’s Foreign 
Investment Service Centre in 


gy, motor vehicle, light indus- 
try, medicine, chemicals, textiles, 
and building materials. Form of 
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co-operation may be joint man- 
agement, co-operative produc- 
tion or compensatory trade. 

According to an official of the 
Foreign Economic Relations and 
Trade Commission in Tianjin, 
outstanding characteristics for 
these new ventures are that they 
have a bigger rate of investment 
returns, a bright development fu- 
ture and benefit both the 
Chinese and foreign investors. 
He added that government assist- 
ance and support will be provid- 
ed for transport, energy, raw ma- 
terials and funds. 

These projects are tendered for 
according to the principles guid- 
ing the use of foreign funds for 
Tianjin development: gear the 
investment towards the develop- 


+ 


ment of basic raw materials in- 
dustry, renovate traditional ex- 
isting industries, speed up the 
improvement of the quality of 
products, develop the new tech- 
nological industry and export 
products and import substitutes. 
Offshore oil, chemicals, automo- 
bile and electronics industries 
are expected to become the lead- 
ing industrial sectors in Tianjin. 
Emphasis is also on the develop- 
ment of machinery, high quality 
steel products, fine chemicals, 
medicine and new building ma- 
terials. 

In addition, 59 more technol- 
ogy export projects were an- 


nounced. 
by Kou Zengling 


Lockheed Expands | 
Co-operation with China 


uangzhou Aircraft Mainte- 
G nance Engineering Co., co- 

sponsored by the Lock- 
heed Aeronautical Systems Co. 
of the United States, the CAAC 
Guangzhou Bureau and_ the 
Hong Kong Hutchison China 
Trade Holding Ltd., began oper- 
ations in October. 

With total investment of 
US$30 million, the company 
now owns China’s largest mainte- 
nance hangar which can hold one 
B-747 and two to four B-737s. 
The company provides such ser- 
vices as the maintenance of air- 


lines, periodical examination, re- | 


pair and special check-up, repair 
of plane structure, overhaul of 
engine parts and repackaging of 
service facilities for Chinese and 
foreign clients. 

The company is China’s first 
joint venture with the Lockheed 
Co.. Before this, the Lockheed 
had co-operated with Beijing, 
Shanghai, Shaanxi and Hei- 
longjiang on airplane manufac- 
turing and engine parts produc- 
tion. Currently, the company is 
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co-operating with the China 
Aero-Dynamic Development 
Centre (CADDC) in Mianyang, 
Sichuan Province, on wind tun- 
nel experiment and at the same 
time producing airplane parts in 
Shenyang, Liaoning Province in 
the form of compensatory trade. 
Last year, the Lockheed Co. sold 
two L-100-30 super-hercules to 
China. 

To carve a bigger share of the 
China market and expand co- 


' Operation, Lockheed attended 


the 1989 International Aviation 
Exhibition held in Beijing and 
signed a letter of intent on co- 
operation with the China Na- 


| tional Aero:Tech Import and Ex- 


port Corp. and CADDC. 

John S. Gibson of the Lock- 
heed Co. said that the establish- 
ment of Guangzhou Aircraft 
Maintenance Engineering Co. 
and the company’s past co- 
operation with China have 
helped his company to further 
expand its business in China. He 
said he is confident about future 


co-operation with China. 
by Li Ming 


Export of Confucian 
Family Liquor 
Increased 


he low alcohol Confucian 
T Family Liquor, whose export 

volume is second only to the 
Maotai of Guizhou Province, is 
estimated to be 60,000 cartons 
(20 bottles for one carton), a 10 
percent increase from last year. 

Qufu is the hometown of Con- 
fucius, the most famous scholar 
in Chinese history. The Confu- 
cian Family Liquor was first es- 
tablished in the workshop run by 
Confucius’ descendants in 1790, 
who produced the liquor as a tri- 
bute to the royal family of the 
Qing Dynasty. The Confucian 
Family Liquor was named a na- 
tional top-quality product in 
1984 and won a gold medal at the 
Beijing International Fair held 
in 1989, 

In i987, China exported 
23,000 cartons to 13 countries 
and regions including Singapore, 
Japan, Malaysia, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, the United 
States and Hong Kong, earning 
US$1.2 million in foreign ex- 
change. In 1988, the export vol- 
ume rose to 50,000 cartons with 
the bulk of sales to Southeast 
Asia, Japan and Taiwan. 

The Qufu Liquor Factory 
which makes Confucian Family 
Liquor is the biggest producer of 
top-quality liquor in Shandong 
Province. At present, the factory 
has 14 million yuan of fixed as- 
sets and 12,000 workers. In 1988, 
its annual production reached 
8,000 tons. Kong Dechao, direc- 
tor of the factory’s management 
office, said that in addition to 
the Confucian Family Liquor 
they have four newly developed 
liquors: Confucian White Lig- 
uor, Qufu Long-Stored Liquor, 
Confucian Liquor and JXing- 
tanchun Liquor, which they’ve 
just begun to export. 

by Han Guojian 
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Large Pictorial Albums of Contemporary China 


bums Reform in Rural China, 

Open China, The Rivers Flow 
On and Into Outer Space give a 
realistic account of China’s re- 
forms, opening to the outside 
world, water conservation efforts 
and aerospace industry over the 
past 40 years, particularly the last 
decade. 

They are a record, from different 
perspectives, of the footsteps taken 
by China. With vivid pictures and 
accurate texts, the albums are ideal 
for both scholarly study and cas- 
ual reading. All of the albums are 
available in Chinese and English. 
They are edited by the China Picto- 
rial, published by the China Picto- 
rial Press and distributed by the 
China International Book Trading 
Corp. (Guoji Shudian), P.O. Box 
399, Beijing 100044, China. 


T° large coloured pictorial al- 


Who’s Who in China: Current 
Leaders 


Who’s Who in China: Current 
Leaders is the first reference book 
published in China to introduce her 
current leaders. There are entries 
on 2,185 senior officials in central 
and local governments, the Com- 
munist Party and army. There are 
profiles of the president and vice- 
presidents of the People’s Republ- 
ic; leading officials of the National 
People’s Congress Standing Com- 
mittee, Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference National 
Committee, State Council, CPC 
Central Committee, central com- 
mittees of democratic parties and 
national organs of major mass or- 
ganizations; high-ranking officers 
of the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army and the Chinese People’s 
Armed Police Force; major leading 
cadres of provinces, municipalities, 
autonomous regions, special econo- 
mic zones and cities whose econo- 
mic planning is under direct super- 
vision of the State Council. 

Each entry has a detailed introd- 
uction of 200-300 words to as many 
as 2,000 words with accurate and 
reliable data. Categories and a table 
of major organizations and their 
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leading officials is attached. Index- 
es in both English and Chinese texts 
make it easy to look up entries. 

The bilingual English-Chinese 
edition (with the Chinese in unsim- 
plified characters) contains 600,000 
words and comes in hardcover, 
16 mo. 

It is a valuable reference tool 
for foreign readers and overseas 
Chinese, as well as for Hong Kong, 
Macao and Taiwan compatriots. It 
is edited and published by the For- 
eign Languages Press of China and 
distributed by the China Interna- 
tional Book Trading Corp. (Guoji 
Shudian), P.O. Box 399, Beijing 
100044, China. 


Latest Edition of ‘Atlas of the 
People’s Republic of China’ 


The Atlas of the People’s Republ- 
ic of China (English edition) has 
been published to commemorate 
the 40th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the People’s Republic. 

This is the first English-language 
atlas published in New China since 
its founding in 1949. It consists of 
maps of China’s provinces, cities 
and administrative divisions, their 
topography and an index. 

This atlas will give foreign read- 
ers a general idea of China’s prov- 
inces, municipalities and autonom- 
ous regions. Following each map is 
a brief summary of population, na- 
tionality, area, climate, basic prod- 
ucts, topography, major cities and 
towns and major tourist attractions. 
The index in the second half of the 
atlas provides detailed information 
about place names and their loca- 
tions on the maps. 

The atlas has two useful append- 


-ices—a table of “Pronunciation of 


Chinese Phonetics With Approxi- 
mare English Equivalents” and a 
table of “Pronunciation of the 
Chinese Phonetic Alphabet With 
International Phonetic Symbols” 
—to assist foreign readers to read 
out Chinese names in the Beijing 
dialect. 

The atlas details the most recent 
alterations in the composition of 
New China, such as the establish- 


ment of Hainan Province and re- 
cent boundary adjustments between 
provinces and regions. It is the 
most up-to-date edition of maps of 
China. 

The atlas is a valuable reference 
book for libraries, universities and 
research institutes all over the 
world, and a useful guide for for- 
eign tourists and visitors to China. 

The atlas has 163 pages, and 
comes in hardcover, 16 mo. It is 
edited and published by the For- 
eign Languages Press of China, dis- 
tributed at home and abroad by 
China International Book Trading 
Corp. (Guoji Shudian), P.O. Box 
399, Beijing 100044, China. 


Rare Pictures of the Great Wall 


The Great Wall is the grandest 
relic left on earth by mankind. The 
Wall, about 50,000 kilometres long, 
has well-preserved sections fre- 
quented by tourists from all corners 
of the world. But many more sec- 
tions are located in precipitous 
mountains or along dangerous 
marshes and have never been seen, 


| even by Chinese, in modern times. 


The photographers who worked on 
this book overcame many difficul- 
ties and hardships in frontier areas. 
Their pictures have artistic value as 
well as scientific and historical sig- 
nificance. 

It took over a period of more 
than 2,000 years to build, connect 
the various sections and renovate 
the Great Wall which is no longer a 
defence barrier. It remains, howev- 
er, a symbol of the spirit of the 
Chinese nation and its long histo- 
ry. The exquisite and difficult-to- 
obtain pictures are preceded by an 
introduction and accompanied by 
captions that provide detailed in- 
formation on the Great Wall in re- 
lation to the vicissitudes of China’s 
political and socio-economic his- 
tory. 

It is published by the Beijing 
Zhaohua Publishing House, distri- 
buted by the China International 
Book Trading Corp. (Guoji Shudi- 
an), P.O. Box 399, Beijing 100044, 
China. . Oo 
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Warmly Support the ‘Anti-Porn’ 
Campaign 


Iam 59 years of age and started reading 
Beijing Review in April 1988. I have much 
respect for China’s national and cultural 
roots and so am concerned with your coun- 
try’s policy developments. After reading 
the article ‘Campaign to Beat Down Por- 
nography’ in issue No. 36, I warmly ap- 
plaud the speech of Li Ruihuan, member 
of the Standing Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee. 
You are perhaps aware of a person, aged 
26, who was arrested near Tokyo for the 
murder of four young girls. The reason 
for this crime was the decadent bourgeois 
ideology found in the great number of 
pornographic audio-video cassettes which 
have poisoned the minds of young people. 
Even if such a thing had not happened, I 
would still insist on prohibitions on the 
making and selling of materials which en- 
danger the healthy growth of teenagers of 
Japan, a country practising liberalism. Al- 
though the ‘Anti-Porn’ campaign is your 
country’s own affair, I agree with its goal 
and wholeheartedly support you. Now, in- 
creasing Chinese students have come to 
Japan and when some of them return to 
China, they take back with them the por- 
nographic audio-video cassettes which are 
also a cause of shame in Japan. I would 
like to shout:‘Don’t bring back such a 
thing, don’t pollute China.‘ If I were a 
Chinese leader, I would stipulate that ev- 
ery person abroad must return to the coun- 
try once each two to four years so as to be 
cleansed of the bourgeois pollution. 

Akiraishi 
Tokyo, Japan 


Interest in Specific Reports 


I've read Beijing Review with great in- 
terest for nearly 20 years and have been 
a subscriber for seven. Though I haven’t 
written to you for a time, I still hope that 
you know I continually receive your maga- 
zine on time and that I enjoy reading its 


interesting articles. 

I’m interested in BR’s specific reports on 
China, because your articles have a deep- 
per analysis than the newspaper. The artt- 
cles on socialist and international policies 
are particularly interesting because they 
explain so well the different views of our 
respective social cultures. I like BR not 
only because of its content but because it 


* helps me analyse the daily newspaper. 


One of the most current questions of 
interest is how to train young people in 
their political thinking. This can’t only be 


based on the will of adults but needs to be > 


carried out in accordance with social de- 
velopments. There is a Spanish saying: 
‘None like another’s lesson.’ Young people 
prize their own experience more than that 
of the older generation. This is harmless. 


In some European countries, young people ¢ 


don’t like politics, because they only. think 
of their present interests. That they receive 
a liberal education doesn’t change this at- 
titude, they want to maintain a regular 
life-style at a certain level even though the 
future is unknown. Politics is not their 
concern. I don’t know the solutions to the 
problems of our young people here, Id like 
to learn more about China’s experience 
with its young people. 

Lastly please accept my congratulations 
on the 40th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China. Your 
country with its vast territory and large 
population has written the most magnifi- 
cant chapter in the 20th century story of 
the defeat of colonialism, imperialism and 
feudalism, and of the socialist construction 
and modernization. A centenarian would 
have called it a Utopian dream. But the 
Chinese people have made this come 
true by their combination of vigour and 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought. - 

Please accept my warm greetings, wish 
you all success in your work. 

J.R. Azago Gassiot 
Spain 
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Computer in Chinese Medicine Therapy 


he computer is the best and 

most loyal disciple: I have 

had in my lifetime. With it, 
I shall die without regret.” 

So said 80-year-old Li Jingzi, a 

senior doctor of the Beijing Hug- 
uosi Chinese Medicine Hospital, 
who is noted for treating coron- 
-ary heart disease. Li has cured 
many patients over the years, but 
as he got older he found he had 
to reduce his case load because of 
his failing health. In 1983, how- 
ever, Li’s hospital co-operated 
with a Beijing research institute 
to programme his experiences 
and methods into computer sof- 
tware, In the following five 
years, the programme was spread 
throughout the country, leading 
to the diagnosis and treatment of 
more than 37,000 patients. This 
greatly surpassed the figure Li 
treated in five years and the 
effectiveness rate reached 97.78 
percent. 

The idea of marrying the com- 
puter to traditional Chinese med- 
icine appeared in the 1970s. Be- 
fore that, the preservation and 
carrying forward of traditional 
Chinese medical techniques were 
very difficult tasks for China’s 
public health departments. 

Chinese medicine differs from 
Western medicine in its highly 
personal approach to individual 
patients. After an examination 
‘that may include feeling the 
pulse, watching the coating on 
the tongue or reading the pa- 
tient’s complexion, the doctor 
makes a diagnosis. He then pre- 

- pares a prescription of medicinal 
herbs, taking the patient’s consti- 
tution, mental condition and the 
influence of the local environ- 
ment into consideration. Because 
the treatment varies from patient 
to patient, the substance of trad- 
itional Chinese medicine de- 

“pends, to a high degree, on a 
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doctor’s clinical experiences. In 
recent years, the deaths of many 


- old doctors, who left behind no 
written works, caused incalcul- | 


able losses. This is one of the 
reasons why researchers turned 
to the computer. 

In 1979, the first Chinese med- 
icine software was used success- 
fully in diagnosing and treating 
liver trouble. This came as a re- 
sult of four years of work by one 
of its designers, Guo Rongjiang, 
now a senior engineer at the 
China Computer Technology 
Service Corp. 

Like many Chinese, Guo be- 
lieves in traditional Chinese 
medicine. When he read reports 
about the computer systems used 
by some Western doctors, he 
was inspired to provide the same 
powerful tool to Chinese practi- 
tioners. Guo believed that if the 
experiences of old Chinese doc- 
tors were available in computers, 
the problem of passing on their 
techniques would be solved. Mo- 
reover, those experiences would 
be more widely available. 

Guo and his colleagues visit- 
ed Guan Youbo, a well-known 
Chinese doctor specializing in 
the treatment of liver disease. 
The old doctor gladly accepted 
Guo’s proposal and provided him 
with the details of many cases, 
prescriptions and clinical experi- 
ences. Using these, Guo worked 
out a programme. 

Guo’s achievement immediate- 
ly stirred wide interest and res- 
ponse and work in this field 
mushroomed over the following 
ten years. So far, more than 200 
computer systems for Chinese 
medicine have been established, 
among which 60 have received 
state approval. In 1984, the Min- 
istry of Public Health formally 
listed specialist computer sys- 
tems for traditional Chinese 


medicine as one of its key re- 
search projects. In 1986, a hos- 
pital of Chinese medicine in 
Suzhou, Anhui Province, was 
the first to establish a computer- 
ized diagnosis system. Other in- 
stitutions began to develop sim- 
ilar programmes based on the 
experiences of Guan Youbo and 
other noted Chinese doctors. 

Clinical experience has proven 
the advantages of using compu- 
ters. For instance, it has made 
Chinese medicine more standar- 
dized, systematic and precise. 
Through computerization, all 
the theories and experiences ac- 
cumulated over a lifetime by 
a noted Chinese doctor can be 
screened, generalized and pro- 
grammed. Preserved in the com- 
puter, these techniques can be. 
tested and perfected in clinical 
practice. 

What is more, the computer 
system has made experts’ skills 
accessible to far more patients. 
The Guan Youbo system for liv- 
er trouble has been used in at 
least 40 hospitals throughout the 
country. 

“That means we have 40 
Guan Youbos,” its maker Guo 
Rongjiang said. 

Because the Chinese medicine 
programmes are usually put in 
micro-computers, they have gone 
into hospitals on the prefecture 
and county levels. This means 
doctors have been able to use. 
computers to make a diagnosis 
and give treatment long before 
they would normally have the 
opportunity to study a certain 
expert’s thinking. Undoubtedly, 
this is good news for patients in 
China’s broad rural areas who 
want access to the methods of 
noted doctors. 

More importantly, there is 
now a group of Chinese medicine 
doctors who are familiar with 
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computers. This opens up a 
broad and hopeful future for 
traditional Chinese medicine. 

Zhao Shuyi, asenior doctor of 
Xiyuan Hospital of the Academy 
of Traditional Chinese Medicine 
in Beijing, is one of this group. 
After she graduated from college 
in the 1940s, Zhao became a 
gynaecologist using the clinical 
practices of Western medicine. 
At the end of the 1950s, how- 
ever, Zhao became a student of 
Qain Boxuan, a well-known ex- 
pert in gynaecology of Chinese 
medicine, and diverted to the 
practice of Chinese medicine. 

In 1980, Zhao co-operated 
with a software research insti- 
tute of the Chinese Academy of 
. Sciences to develop a computer 
programme based on Qian’s ex- 
periences in diagnosing and 
treating dysmenorrhoea (painful 
menstruation). After reading all 
of Qian’s recorded dysmenor- 
rhoea cases, she enumerated 
more than 120 symptoms, 300 
prescriptions and 200 forms of 
the illness. Then she drew out 
40 symptoms from the 120 and 
matched them with correspond- 
ing descriptions and treatments 
which were put into the compu- 
ter. Thus the first Qian Boxuan 
Expert System was born. 

Using the programme in 1983, 
Zhao found that the system 
could not precisely express the 
thinking of the expert in the face 
of complicated clinical require- 
ments. So Zhao re-programmed 
it into two categories of primary 
and secondary symptoms. With 
the two categories complément- 
ing each other, any specific ill- 
ness can be given a proper clini- 
cal description by the computer. 
The new system has been applied 
in clinical practice and its effec- 
tiveness has markedly increased. 
A survey of 1,769 patients, who 
received treatment by this pro- 
gramme three times or more, 
showed a 100 percent effective- 
ness rate. 

Now Qian is dead but his rich 
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experiences over 70 years have 
been stored in 15 computer pro- 
grammes that have been spread 
to more than 40 hospitals in 
China. Zhao herself is still shut- 
tling between traditional Chinese 
medicine and the computer, 
ready to programme more: sof- 
tware on the basis of new clinical 
experiences. . 

Traditional Chinese medicine 
programmes have even entered 


the software market and some 


‘have been exported. At the Sixth 


World Medical Science Informa- 
tion Symposium held in October 
1989 in Beijing, Chinese experts 
read more than 30 academic 
theses, most of which were about 
Chinese medicine software. They 
were received with interest: by 
the participants, including those 


from developed countries. 
by Cui Lili 


Successors to the Qi School 


after Qi Baishi, shows a spe- 
cial reverence for the simple 
objects of everyday life. 
A leading disciple of Qi Baishi 
is the contemporary painter Lou 
Shibai, and the first symposium 


T: Qi school of art, named 


of the Shibai Art Association 


was recently held in Beijing. 
Lou Shibai grasps the essence 
of the Qi school in poetry, callig- 
raphy, painting and seal-cutting. 
Members of the Shibai Art As- 
sociation are taught directly by 


| Lou and the more than 130 


works presented at the sympos- 


ium showed there are plenty of 


successors to carry on the Qi 
genre. 

Qi Baishi’s works featured 
many natural scenes: On a river 
bank a frog gazes at swimming 
tadpoles; in the light of an oil 
lamp mice stealthily eat crabs; 
chicks peck at food under a 
hanging gourd. With their rich, 
idyllic flavour,’ these paintings 
display a profound understand- 
ing of life and nature. 

Although Lou was Qi’s student 
for 25 years and their painting 
styles. are very similar, Lou 


shows his originality in terms of 


subject matter. For instance, Lou 
is extremely fond of ducks as a 
result of his experiences in the 
countryside during the “cultural 
revolution.” So under his brush, 
ducks are very lively. 


When he did a freehand brush- | 


work in ink and wash of snowy 
scenery on Changbai Mountain, 
he employed the chiaroscuro 
technique as part of his effort to 
merge traditional and modern, 
Western and Chinese styles oF 
painting. 

While Qi grasped a certain cor- 
ner of a scene and carefully des- 
cribed it, Lou merges the scenery 
into the broader natural back- 
ground. His cattle resting under 
willow trees are accompanied by 
the setting sun -and remote 
mountains. 

Some works at the symposium 
were typical of the Qi school. For 
example, Vegetable Garden by 
Liu Wenhe centres around the 
basic vegetables consumed by 
Beijing’s average families. In Li 
Zhuqi’s Flowers, Birds, Grass 
and Insects, birds and insects are 
worked out -in gongbi, a tradi- 
tional painting method charac- 
terized by fine brushwork and 
close attention to detail, while 
flowers and grass are done in ° 
freehand brushwork. Other typi- 
cal works include Pumpkin by 
Guo Zhongyong, and Crabs res- 
pectively by Liu Zhongxin and 
Lu Youyi. , 

Some works differed from the 
Qi school in terms of technique 
and expressive effect. For exam- 
ple, Liu Cunhu’s paintings of 
autumn scenery are built with 
chunks of colour, creating the ef- 
fect of a wood-cutting. In one of 
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his pictures the stone steps of the 
thatched cottage are uneven. To- 
gether with old trees, young 
chickens and a bamboo fence, 
the picture presents the happy 
scene of a farmer’s family life. 
Sun Xiaobin’s works display a 
different style. With sparrows as 
subjects, the pictures are so sim- 
ple and light that it is impossible 
to add anything. more. In Ba- 
thing in the Sun, for instance, 
there are nine sparrows rest- 
ing on naked branches, seek- 
ing warmth from the winter sun. 
In Whispering, a group of spar- 
rows appears to be whispering 


with each other, carefree and at 


leisure, like retired old men in 
Beijing’s streets. 

Works of seal—cutting in the 
exhibition, although following 
Qi Baishi and Lou Shibai, 
showed different degrees of ori- 
ginality. Guo Zhongyong’s works 
were vigorous while Liu Chon- 
gli’s were more traditional. 

As different as the works in 
the exhibition were, they re- 
vealed the artists’ love for and 
understanding of the common 
daily life. This is the most mov- 
ing and prominent factor in the 
arts of the Qi school and the very 


reason why they impress audi- 


ences so deeply. 


by Lou Linwei 


Prizes Awarded for Defence Articles 


ut of 5,000 articles on the 
QO mversization of China’s 

national defence, 120 were 
awarded prizes recently in Bei- 
jing. : 

The contributions were solicit- 
ed last year with the aim of 
promoting China’s achievements 
in building a modern national 
defence over the past 40 years. 
The sponsors were 50 news me- 
dia organizations including a 


committee formed by the China | 


Writers’ Association for Science 
Popularization, Renmin Ribao 
(People’s Daily), Jiefangjun Bao 
(Liberation Army Daily) and 
CCTV. 

After the notice soliciting con- 
tributions was released, scholars, 
scientists, cadres, teachers, jour- 
nalists, college and high school 
students, PLA officers and sol- 
diers wrote and compiled arti- 
cles. Some of them were senior 
military leaders, including Def- 
ence Minister Qin Jiwei, Depu- 
ty Chief of Gerneral Staff He 
Qizong, and President of Acade- 
my of Military Sciences Zheng 
Wenhan. 

Among the contributions, 
there were more than 100 about 
the achievements in modernizing 
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China’s national defence. Arti- 
cles about aerospace technology 
and nuclear weapons were parti- 
cularly impressive. For instance, 
Tu Shoue, a well-known rocket 
expert and the chief engineer of 
the Ministry of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, drew on his per- 
sonal experience to write “Past 
and Future of China’s Astron- 
autics Technology,” which illus- 
trates the brilliant achievements 
of China’s aerospace igdustry. 
“Standing up Among the 
World’s Nations” by Li 
Yingxiang from the China Na- 
tional Nuclear Industry Corp. 
describes how, relying on its own 
resources, China strengthened its 
defence capabilities by develop- 
ing atomic and hydrogen bombs 
despite its weak industrial base. 
Many of the articles introd- 


-uced advanced Chinese and for- 


eign weapons and equipment, 
popularizing. knowledge about 
China’s defence modernization. 
For instance, “Varieties of Mod- 
ern Mines,” which received a 
first-class prize, tells how the 
old-fashioned mine, in order to 
meet the requirements of mod- 
ern warfare, was transformed 
from a defensive weapon to an 


offensive one. 

“New Stealth and Anti-Stealth 
Weapons” also won a first-class 
prize. It tells how the use of 


| stealth technology to make wea- 


pons “invisible” to radar and oth- 
er electronic sensing equipment 
has added a whole new dimen- 
sion to defence. 

“Dauntless Fighters in Future 
Space War” and “Space Army, 
Space War and the Fourth Bat- 
tlefront” show how space has 
joined the land, sea and air to 
become the fourth arena of hu- 
man activity. Therefore, in fu- 
ture wars, space will inevitably 
become the fourth battlefront. 

“Strategy and Tactics of Sun 
Wu and Electronic Warfare,” 


“Mysterious Contest,” “Laser 


Confrontation in Military Af- 
fairs” and “Blitz in Future War” 
introduce extraordinary methods 
of modern warfare. “Subtle Biol- 
ogical Missiles,” “A New Geher- 
ation of Rockets in Space” and 
other prize-winning essays in- 
troduce the structures, functions 
and uses of the most advanced 
weapons, broadening the readers’ 
vision and helping them know 
more about the characteristics of 
modern warfare and the nature 
of advanced military equipment. 

Generally speaking, the arti- 
cles had the following character- 
istics: 

@ The subjects were novel and 
the materials rich. Most articles 
introduced China’s achievements 
in building a modern national 
defence, including new equip- 
ment, new technology and new 
materials for China’s armed 
forces. This showed the impact 
of the worldwide technological 
revolution of the 1980s on mili- 


| tary affairs. 


@ The articles displayed sev- 
eral writing styles—description, 
explanation, commentary, news 
reporting—to good effect. 

@ Theory was combined with 
reality, connecting the lessons of 
modern wars with China’s cur- 
rent military situation. o 
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PLA Soldier Lei Feng. 


Papercuts by Fan Yunying 
And Fan Cunming 


Fan Yunying and her younger brother, Fan Cunming, were 
brought up in a farmer's family in Gaomi County, Shandong Province. 
Influenced by folk papercuts, they are both adept at the art. Their 


works win acclaim from local people because they contain both 
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A Quail. 


A General of Ancient Times. 
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A Wincaw onGhina 


Beijing Review, China's only weekly foreign language current affairs magazine, was first launched in 
English in March 1958. It is now available in English, French, Spanish, German and Japanese. As well 
as the regular English edition, a North American edition is printed and distributed in the USA. 

In January 1988, Chinafrique, a monthly in French, was published by Beijing Review for distribution 
in African countries. 

The six editions are essentially similar in content but vary to cater for the readership in different 
regions of the world. The magazine aims to 

@ provide information on political, economic, cultural and social developments and trends in China; 

@ offer insight into the theories, lines, principles and policies of the Chinese Communist Party; 

@ acquaint readers with Chinese views on major international issues. 

Beijing Review is an important source of information for overseas government officials, experts, scholars 
and business people interested in recent developments in China. It is often quoted by foreign media and 
is used by professors as a source of reference for students of overseas universities. 

The back cover of Beijing Review carries colour advertisements. 

Beijing Review is airmaliled to over 150 countries and regions. It is distributed by the China 
International Book Trading Corporation (Guoji Shudian), P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China. 
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